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“My American Bible Check 
Always Comes on Time” 


When you invest in an American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreement 
you have nothing to worry about! 


Your first check arrives almost im- 
mediately, and you can expect the 
same amount regularly thereafter, re- 
gardless of world conditions or eco- 
nomic ups and downs. And what a 
lot of taxes you save! 

Take the case of Mrs. 
When she bought a $1,000 Annuity 
at age 65, she was guaranteed an in- 
come of $50 a year for the rest of her 
life. $40.60 of this amount would be 
tax-free income each year. And in 
addition she obtained an income tax 
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deduction of $268.80, as a contribu- 
tion to the Society. 

By buying her Annuity from the 
Society she not only gained rock- 
ribbed security, she helped in its vital 
ministry of providing the ‘Scriptures 
in more than 250 languages, and in 
reading systems for the Blind. 

Annuity Agreements may be pur- 
chased for $100 up. Send for infor- 
mation today. 


Prompt, full payments 
without fail 
for over a century 
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Studying the Bible 
With William Allan Dean 


CLEAR understanding of events 
in the world, the purpose of the 
Church upon the earth, and a knowl- 
edge of God’s provision for His people 
is to be found only in the study of the 
Bible. 
For thirty years an interdenomina- 
tional Bible class has been held in the 
Philadelphia area, where Dr. William 


Allan Dean has taught the Word of God ° 


from a dispensational point of view. 

Dr. Dean is eminently qualified to 
teach dispensational truth, having taught 
the Bible in this respect for many years 
at the Philadelphia College of Bible. 

This class, which has been sponsored 
for years by Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a di- 
rector of the Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, will open its 3lst season at 8 p.m., 
Tuesday, October 13, at St. Mark’s Lu- 
theran Church, Broad Street and Chelten 
Avenue, Philadelphia. A warm wel- 
come awaits all who attend ‘this class. 
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The Lord of the Vineyard’s Son 
By Ruth Van Gorder 


HE Lord of the vineyard’s Son came 
down 
To gather His Father’s due; 
Alone and unarmed and in love came 
He, 
Though He and His Father knew 
Of past injustice, hoping men 
Through kindness might be won; 
But they who had slain the prophets 
slew 
The Lord of the vineyard’s Son. 


Had I been Lord of the vineyard then, 
And had I foreborne so long, 
rd have hunted and harried those 
wretched men 


Fer that last and most senseless 
wrong. 
But, still, repentant souls may win 


To Sonship’s rights and powers .. . 
Lord of the vineyard, thanks be given 
That Thy ways are not ours! 


we 


Fasting May Be Needed 


When personal and national prob- 
lems weigh upon us, fasting besides 
prayer may be needed. When it is 
done under a heavy sense of burden 
and divine guidance, it has a quieting 
and salutary effect on body, mind, and 
spirit. There is plenty of precedent for 
it in Scripture. The following godly 
people practiced it: Nehemiah, when 
he heard of: the destruction of Jeru- 
Salem (Neh. 1:4); David (Psa. 35:13; 
69:10; 109:24); Daniel, in the light of 
Prophecies concerning “the desolation of 
Jerusalem” (Dan. 9:3); Anna the proph- 









“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us" 






etess, who “served God with fastings 


and prayers night and day” (Luke 2: 
37); Cornelius the centurion, who thus 
prepared the way for an angelic mes- 
senger and Peter’s visit (Acts 10:30); 
Paul and Barnabas when they ordained 
elders (Acts 14:23); the Apostle . Paul 
himself on many occasions (2 Cor. 6:5; 
11:27). . The context of most of these 
passages shows that very special bless- 
ings followed repentance and prayer 
accompanied with fasting. When ,the 
Lord Jesus came down from the Mount 
of Transfiguration and saw how the 
disciples failed to cast the evil spirit 
out of the lunatic child, He rebuked 
them for their lack of faith and said, 
“Howbeit this kind goeth not out but 
by prayer and fasting” (Matt. 17:21). 


we 


Our problem may not be identical, but 
it may be as hard to solve and require 
the same drastic measures. One does 
not often hear of real fasting—absti- 
nence from food—as an aid to prayer in 
these days, though there are doubtless 
some believers who fast occasionally. 
Too often it is reasoned away and peo- 
ple are afraid of it, thinking that it 
will harm the body. On the contrary, 
in moderation it often does the body 
good. It sets the mind free in a peculiar 
way for true worship, heart-searching, 
and the sincerest kind of supplication. 
It shows that we really mean business 
with God. We thus give Him time to 
pour His peace and quietness into our 
hearts. We may not quickly see the 
answers to the requests we are making, 
but we are almost certain to feel the 
immediate benefit of a special season 
of prayer and fasting. Most Christians 
have peculiarly trying personal, fam- 
ily, and household problems in these 
days; and we are all aware of formid- 
able international and national situa- 
tions that could lead to disaster. Prayer 
and fasting may be the only answer. 
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The Gospel of the Second Chance 


By J. Stuart Holden, D.D. 


“And the word of the Lord came unto 
Jonah the second time” (Jonah 3:1). 


wonderful of all statements of 

God’s kindly dealing with His un- 
faithful and unfruitful servant, that 
“the word of the Lord came ... the 
second time” when he had made but 
poor use of the first message. 

As the Lord comes to men the real 
test of life comes, for the attitude of a 
man toward what I would venture to 
call his second chance attests the char- 
acter and quality of the man and fixes 
his eternal destiny. This second chance 
is something that can come only from 
God Himself, whose very existence at- 
tests its originality and its authorship. 

We find that the Book of Jonah is a 
record of God’s dealing with a man and 
a nation; with a servant and a recalci- 
trant people—revealing ‘the righteous- 
ness and tender forgiveness of God; 
revealing the power of God working, by 
His Spirit, in the hearts of those sunken 
in iniquity and sin; and redeeming, up- 
lifting, saving, and renewing the life of 
a nation. It is a wonderful book, and 
there is much in it profitable for study, 
despite the fact that its authenticity, 
and its place in the divine library,. is 
questioned by the Modernist. But for 


P voncers this is one of the most 





ordinary people, like you and me, the 
testimony of the Lord Jesus is quite 
sufficient to stamp the worth of the 
Book. 

For my present purpose, and I trust 
for the benefit and blessing of us all, I 
want to speak of these simple words, 
under the surface of which there is a 
great deal more to be learned: “The 
word of the Lord came unto Jonah the 
second time.” The incident of Jonah’s 
renewed opportunity of service, which 
had previously been forfeited by his 
cowardice, and disobedience, and self- 
love, is an illustration of God’s wonder- 
ful tolerance in giving a second chance 
to the man who had failed, and whose 
failure thwarted the plan and involved 
the reputation of God. 

“The word of the Lord came unto 
Jonah the second time.” Oh, the won- 
der of it! It seems to me that the 
second call is more gracious than the 
first. It is a marvel of grace that we 
should be received into the service of 
God at all; it is ten thousand marvels 
that we should be retained in that 
service. 


I thought His love would weaken, 
As more and more He Sram me. 
But it burneth like a beac 
And its light and beet 4 o ie me, 


The gospel of the second chance is 
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772 (4) 3 
saying, “This is none other but the time,” but he was a chastened man, and 
house of God”—and he goes out to serve aman who knew himself. 
ee ee himself; and for years he lives a self- “The word of the Lord came unto 
centered life, until God meets him, and Jonah the second time.” I see in this 
“Ye have seen... how I bare || wrestles with him, and breaks him word also the confidence of a great love, 
you on eagles’ wings, and brought down, and gives him a second:chance. I remember once hearing a poor mother T 
you unto myself” (Exod. 19:4). Read Psalm 51, and you will see that who was in court during the trial of her 
David was given a second chance, and son, and who, in the course of the 
took it. Israel—it is a history of the evidence she was called upon to give, 
the glory of God’s message to man. It second chance. And the Lord Jesus—He cried out in a fervent plea for mercy 
speaks to us of His willingness to for- Was always preaching this gospel. The’ for her boy. She said, “Oh, if you will ( 
give failures, and to seal that forgive- Poor woman who had forfeited all that only let him off, I know he will be 
ness with renewed opportunities. There 2 Woman holds dear is an outcast, better.” I believe it is as if God were gc 
may be some who, possibly, ‘have re- scorned by the world. Jesus gives hera saying that: “They will do better next hi 
linquished all efforts after perfection second chance. “Go, and sin no more,” time.” I believe that is why the Spirit th 
because of some moral failure in life, He says. (John 8:11.) Again, the man of God quickens our memory—that to 
because of fhe uprising of some sin they Who had sold himself into the service of while my heart rests in the fact that A 
had thought long dead. They no longer the Roman conquerors of his country, God has forgiven me my sin, my men- as 
read God’s Word; they no longer have and had done this only by violating his ory never lets me forget it. hi 
any vital interest in the things of the Levite vow of service to God—Jesus “The word of the Lord came unto vi 
Kingdom. And all the time they know gives him the second chance. “Follow Jonah the second time.” Lastly, I see th 
that they cannot find a single extenuat- me.” Peter—oh, how miserably he here the creatiqn of a new experience. Si 
ing circumstance as an excuse for their failed! Just as we have failed many a The sovereign grace of God can help C 
past failure. I want to bring to such time. Jesus gives him a second chance. me to live down the past and redeem it of 
the gospel of hope. The word of the “Lovest thou me? ... Feed my lambs For I do not belong to the past, but to A 
Lord comes to you the second time be- --- Feed my sheep... follow thou me.” the future, if I am a child of God. The 
cause of His love for you. What is the story of the absent prodigal word of the Lord comes the second time. 3 
Or, there may be one to whom God 507 but the gospel of the second chance? God spoke once—and twice. C 
gave a wonderful opportunity of service. All this is just a record and a declara- tu 
He put you in a business house, or a tion of the blessed fact that God is we A 
factory, and, like Jonah, you quailed at peterson gsi nares a 
; : our co " a 
pl sorta pega nd od — puny minds can conceive. It is because Notes on Open Letters me 
and you fied. Or you may have failed He is our Father, and pities us as a tr 
in some work that you undertook for Father that His word comes to us the 
Him because it necessitated self-sacrifice. Second time. And If | Go and Prepare fi 
—and you are in the dark and the mist “The word of the Lord came unto a Place for You.. .” y 
today. I want to bring the gospel of Jonah the second agent I a in this . 
comfort to you. The word of the Lord word an expression of great mercy. d F : 
comes the second time, and all those There is always a danger of the evangel J by _ ba Dayne ag =a Fea oe Si 
who are willing to come back can have of Christ leading men, by reason of their there, ine Jesus says, “And if 1 go C 
the opportunity of acting as they once misconception of it, to light views of and prepare a place for you, I will sl 
failed to do. This is the blessed truth, sin. Sin is a thing that is so easily for- come again, and receive you unto my- a 
that God is not tired of us, although we, given—so they think. Sin is a matter self; that where I am, there ye may s 
are sometimes tired of ourselves. ‘I that is so easily passed by that we need be also,” indicated that Jesus was in E 
know there are those who are tormented not be greatly concerned about the doubt as to whether He would be y 
by the recoil of a forfeited conscience tendencies of our actions and our lives. able % “get through” to the _— 
which is ever reproaching them with When we meditate upon the greatness, roth a ask teat coe 4 a < . 


the thought of what might have been. 
Oh, the agony of a forfeited privilege! 
Blessed be God, after the torment of 
soul, there is the still small voice. The 
word of the Lord comes the second 
time. 

Nature knows no second chance. 
Violate a law of nature, and we, there- 
by, attach to ourselves permanent dis- 
abilities. The world knows nothing of 
giving a man a second chance. This is 
something that is entirely contrary to 
the spirit of the world. Its main aim is 
success. There are ldurels for the man 
who wins; there is exclusion, and scorn, 
and reproach for the man who fails. It 
rarely happens that the word of the 
world comes to a man twice. 

How different it is with God! I have 
not chosen this word because it is strik- 
ing by isolation, but rather because it is 
striking by its confirmation in all the 
revelation that God’s Word brings to 
men. Think of Moses as he descends 
from the mount. The Lord said to him: 
“Hew thee two tables of stone ... and 
I will write upon these tables the words 
that were in the first tables, which thou 
brakest.” The gospel of the second. 
chance. Think of Jacob at Bethel, with 
the ladder set up from earth to heaven, 


the holiness, the majesty of God, what a 
stupendous thing it is for us to take up- 
on ourselves the responsibility of break- 
ing and violating God’s commandments! 
Why, there is not one of us who has not 
the deep consciousness that if God dis- 
missed us from His service, there would 
be nothing that we could say. Oh, the 
mercy and discriminating tenderness of 
God! I believe that God weighs up all 
man’s opposing forces to an ounce. I 
believe that God gives full value for 
every honest effort, however unsuccess- 
ful it may be. I believe that He marks 
every phase of the struggle, and is sym- 
pathetic and tender to the one who tries. 
I believe that God makes, every allow- 
ance for circumstances that are capri- 
cious. We sometimes sing at funeral 
services—I would that we sang it 
oftener—that Heaven is the place where 
the work of life is scanned by a juster, 
a kinder Judge than here. It is true. 
No one judges you so kindly as God 
does. No one upbraids man less than 
God. All is estimated by Him who has 
perfect vision and perfect sympathy. 
But God does not annul the consé- 
quences of sin. Jonah had to go 
through storm and danger before “the 
word of the Lord came... the second 





group that teaches this believe and 
teach that Jesus laid aside His deity 
while here on earth and walked en- 
tirely by faith, depending on the 
Father each step of the way. 
that this was once that He doubted, 
after the flesh. As I said, I cannot 
accept this viewpoint. This group 
believe that as Jesus walked by faith, 
without drawing upon His deity, we 
too, can do this. In other words, that 
it is possible to live a life without 
sin here on earth. I hold that Jesus 
was without sin, while we have sin 
in us, in our flesh—A North Carolina 
reader. . 
Bishop Ellicott says in his cammen- 
tary: “It does not imply uncertainty, 
but expresses that the fact is in the 
region of the future, which is clear to 
Him, and will unfold itself to them.”. 
In Lange’s Commentary this is ren- 
dered, “And though I go.” “Here stress 
is laid upon the going away. To pre- 
pare for them the place in the inherit- 
ance of glory, He must, indeed, first 
leave them. But the going away is to 
be counterbalanced by His coming 
again to take them to Himself.” 
The phrase “if I go” refers to “what 
is expected to occur” (Arndt and Ging- 


(Continued on page 787) 
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ll. The First Postulate of Higher Criticism 


Trying to dispose of the supernatural 


right in His utterances, then may 

the criticism of the Old Testament 
go.” Some hold that Abraham, “and... 
his seed” is an etiological myth; others 
think “he must be regarded as a his- 
torical character,” but “of the historical 
Abram hardly anything more can be 
asserted than that his home appears to 
have been at Hebron.” This latter 
view is somewhat more in accord with 
the words of. Matthew 1:1, Peter, 
Stephen, Paul, the traditions of Jew, 
Christian, and Moslem, and the words 
of Christ Himself, who said, “Before 
Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). , 

But even at the risk of discrediting 
“our dearly bought science of Higher 
Criticism,” “one is tempted to conjec- 
ture” that two other statements about 
Abraham are correct, namely, his birth, 
and perhaps his death, “and in the 
absence of documentary evidence it is 
unsafe to give this theory positive con- 
tradiction.” 

Since the critics have amassed an in- 
finite deal of wisdom of this world by 
years of study of each other’s works, 
they naturally feel that the Bible, if a 
supernatural revelation, is an unneces- 
sary intrusion into our evolving world. 
Consequently they try to dispose of the 
supernatural as far as possible because, 
as Renan said, “the exclusion of the 
supernatural is the first postulate of 
Higher Criticism.” 


O™: German critic said, “If Christ is 


Who First Asked the Question? 


Their arguments are based on polite 
paraphrases of Satan’s ancient question, 
“Yea, hath God said,” e.g., “the miracu- 
lous interruption of the laws of nature 
... hampers the narrative with extreme 
improbability”; “it would seem more 
rational to suppose”; “probability is our 
only guide”; “it is unthinkable”; “any 
conclusion can be reached only by an 
induction founded upon matters which 
do not afford perfect certainty”; “a fair 
amount of circumstantial evidence 
pointing to conclusions of a pretty defi- 
nite kind”; “this view carries with it 
almost irresistible conviction; but the 
grave doubts that exist on this point 
throw the whole question into the re- 
gion of mere conjecture”; “so far as 
may be approximately guessed”; -“we* 
may conclude with considerable cer- 
tainty”; “perhaps we should occupy no 
untenable position”; “recent investiga- 
tions make it not improbable”; .“un- 
fortunately we are reduced to inference 
and conjecture”; “if it is allowable to 
form, a judgment, it seems to us to be at 
least very doubtful whether .. .”; “we 
Shall probably not go far astray if we 
assume”; “this cannot be ascertained 
with even approximate probability”; 
“we may therefore fairly presume”; 
“this interpretation is at least prefer- 
able, but it is not free from all objec- 





tions, but if it fail us we have no data 
for precisely determining”; “we are 
therefore justified in coming to the 
provisional conclusion”; “which renders 
the accuracy of any conclusion more 
than suspicious.” 

Are not such modest expressions of 
dogmatic doubt calculated to destroy 
one’s faith—in the critics? ‘ 

I once heard a popular New York 
preacher tell the congregation that the 
church was not dependent on the Bible, 
because the whole New Testament was 
written after the church was formed. 
This sounded very plausible and was a 
strong point for the Roman Catholic 
Church. I was quite disturbed, but 
after an hour I realized that the early 
church did have a Bible, the whole Old 
Testament, and that Christ and the 
apostles, and the church believed in the 
verbal inspiration of the Bible, and most 
of Paul’s preaching was to prove from 
the Old Testament prophecies that Jesus 
was the Christ, the Messiah of the Old 
Testament... This sermon from this 
Liberal sounded perfectly true, but was 
not. 


Built on the Sand of Theories 

One reason for the extraordinary 
ideas of many critics is their attempt to 
harmonize the Bible with some theory 
of evolution. However, I read in De- 
litzsch’s “Commentary on the Psalms” 
that this is impossible, because some of 
the Psalms of David are the most intri- 
cate poetical and musical compositions 
in the world. You will remember, how- 
ever, that your schoolbooks tried to 
arrange the Old Testament books on 
this absurd theory.. Always remember, 
a fact is one thing, a theory is another. 
Most critics are like the man who said, 
“Give me a theory and the facts will 
take care of themselves.” 

Many ambitious critics have acquired 
so abnormal a knowledge of Hebrew, as 
it was written three thousand years ago, 
that they can distinguish the work of 
six or seven Isaiahs or Great Unknowns, 
all of German extraction. However, it 
would seem that with so many “un- 
known” quantities, the discussion be- 
comes so complicated as to “render the 
accuracy of any conclusion more than 
suspicious.” 

The critics had proved ‘conclusively 
that writing was unknown at the time 
of Moses, until someone discovered 
writings earlier than Moses. This is an 
instance where “the science of the 
Higher Criticism” degenerated into’ what 
is popularly called “bluffing”; and there- 
fore towards the alleged discoveries of 
the critics: it is safer to “preserve an 
attitude of respectful skepticism.” But, 
after all, the fact that great men write 
so badly, even now, “warrants a hesitat- 
ing conjecture” that Moses, living so 
long ago, could not write at all. How- 





By FREDERICK ERDMAN 


ever, some rapid critics have advanced 
so far as to doubt whether Moses ever 
existed. “This being so, it seems neces- 
sary to conclude” that Moses’ subse- 
quent appearance on the Mount of 
Transfiguration was irrelevant and “un- 
critical.” : 

The critics have demonstrated the 
great advantage of waiting three thou- 
sand years before accusing a Bible 
writer of forgery. It spares the feelings 
of the writer, and moreover, the neces- 
sary “lack of external evidence” enables 
the critic to fabricate like a French 
general at court martial. (This sentence 
was written after the Dreyfus trial.) 

Higher Criticism has proved that 
Anglican priests should not take too 
seriously the allusions in their Prayer 
Book to our former Bible. . 

It has proved that the prophetic books 
are postexilic and post-mortem, since 
they were written many years later 
than their authors imagined at the time, 
and by other men who “assumed their 
names”; e.g. “The prophetical books 
are collections of spoken and written 
prophecies of various times and occa- 
sions, later than and not. made by their 
authors.” 

This repeated charge of forgery does 
more credit to the ingenuity than to the 
judgment of the critics, for while plagia- 
rism-is not difficult if one has more 
library than brains, the trick of impos- 
ing a poor book on the public by 
affixing the name of Shakespeare or 
Moses has seldom been successfully per- 
formed, even by the most enterprising 
New York publishers; therefore, we con- 
clude that the absurd nature of the 
charge, “and the want of any external 
evidence, oblige us to receive it with a 
certain reserve.” 


The Critics’ Assumptions ° 


The critics say that too much is as-. 
sumed by those who still believe the 
Bible is the Word of God; but the critics 
assume that there is nothing actually 
supernatural about the Bible except 
their own supernatural ability to give 
the initial, but only the initial, of the 
author of each phrase of the Old Testa- 
ment; that if a Biblical writer does not 
tell all he knows about every subject, 
he is therefore ignorant of what he 
omits—(small hope for the minor 
prophets!); therefore it did not exist; 
that if a writer uses a synonym, the 
other word was written by another man; 
and that anything in the Bible that 
contradicts these postulates is spurious. 

These humorous axioms leave the 
Bible in the condition of the book with 
the, following appendix: ' “Errata—From 
pp. 1 to 585, for “is,” read “is not.” 

It has shown that “very spiritually 
minded men” can pretend to believe 
that the Bible contains inspired for- 
geries, justified “by the literary usages 
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of the age.” Of such critics a.German 
infidel said, “I have undoubtedly proven 
the books to have been forgeries, but it 
never occurred to me to make God 
Almighty a party to the fraud.” 

Certainly “the problems connected 
with this hypothesis are so great that 
no judicious critic would think of ad- 
mitting it as proven.” 

One Scottish clergyman, popular in the 
United States, wrote of Isaiah, “License 
for a certain amount of inconsistency is 
absolutely necessary in the case of a 
prophet who had so many diverse truths 
to utter to so many opposite interests 
and tempers.” 

This sympathetic insult to Isaiah re- 
minds one of the pious pagan proverb, 
“Even Jupiter cannot please everybody.” 

Higher Criticism has produced a num- 
ber of scholars with no excess of 
humility, who imagine that the Church 
has waited eighteen hundred years for 

‘them .to discover that the Bible is 
“rubbish,” which the critics are begin- 
ning to sift in order to “recover the real 
Bible”; as if the real Bible is some day to 
rise, like a belated sun, above the 
horizon of benighted Christendom in 
consequence of the crowing of some 
highly critical cocks. 

Christ made a careful distinction be- 
tween Moses and the writings of Moses. 
“Had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
believed me: for he wrote of me. But 
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if ye believed not his writings, how shall 
ye believe my words?” (John 5:46, 47.) 
But the critics say that Christ either fell 
in with the popular erroneous ideas of 
the people, or He was not so good a 
critic as Wellhausen—a conclusion some- 
what startling to those who still have a 
sense of inferiority to the Creator. 

The critics have distributed the re- 
sponsibility of writing and disarranging 
the Pentateuch among nineteen or more 
writers of fiction; one critic says twenty- 
two. Whether Moses was E plus El plus 
E2 plus J plus J1 plus J2 plus JE plus 
JED plus P plus P1 plus P2 plus P3 
plus D plus R, or only M plus O plus S 
plus E plus S depends on the fine dis- 
crimination and imagination of the par- 
ticular critic, and the gullibility of the 
reader. 

It has caused some Presbyterian 
ministers to suspect that the West- 
minster Confession of Faith is no more 
reliable than the Bible. Doubtless Paul 
would not have used those unfortunate 
words, “election” and “predestinate,” if 
he had known that it would drive so 
many ministers, through ten or fifteen 
years of spiritual conflict, into the Con- 
gregational Church. (This was written 
fifty years ago. Ministers with doubts 
about the inspiration of the Bible can 
now stay in the Presbyterian Church.) 


(To be continued) 


A Retired Minister's Prayer List 


An aid to memory and systematic intercession 


EOPLE with better memories than 
average may keep in mind the 
names of the persons for whom they 
pray and the causes they represent— 
at least while the list is short. But most 
intercessors find that a prayer list is a 
necessity. 
first method of keeping my list of 
prayer items in an ordinary notebook 
had serious drawbacks. It was difficult 
to classify the items, and even more 
difficult to follow the list after many 
names had been crossed off, as God 
gave the answers, and dates, times, and 
other data were inserted. And I am 
sorry to say that I did not always know 
where I had left off the previous day, 
or time. 

Then I began to use a loose-leaf note- 
book which worked out fairly well in 
classifying and keeping the items up to 
date when my list was shorter. But 
here again it was necessary to do con- 
siderable interlining and rewriting after 
names were taken off the list. 

In the course of years I have been 
adding more names than I have been 
crossing out. So when I retired from 
“active service,” I began to expand my 
list more rapidly. This is when I 
started to use a 3-by-5-inch card index 
file. It has been very much easier to 
classify and keep it up to date. My 
main classifications are two: the more 
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permanent items written on ruled cards 
in ink, and those more or less temporary 
written on slips of paper in pencil. The 
paper slips may be discarded more 
often and more economically than the 
manila cards. The secondary divisions 
are under the headings: Monthly, 
Weekly, and Daily. 

There are, of course, more entries 
listed under the monthly section than 
any other. The cards in this section 
are numbered from 1 to 31. I copied 
the names of the missionaries of a faith 
mission that is near to ‘my heart and 
have divided them by 31, counting a 
man and his wife as one. There are 
about four of these entries from the 
one mission for every day of the month. 
The names of missionaries in the 
smaller faith missions do not always 
number as many as 30 or 31, so I com- 
bine several missions and divide the 
total number of names into the days 
of the month—each entry to be prayed 
for once a month. Then also I had a 
list of approximately 60 families of my 
former parish. I put the names of the 
parents and the children on separate 
cards—a card to a family. Sometimes 
there was a grandparent or other close 
relative to be included. In a few cases, 
where the families were small, I wrote 
the names of two families on one card. 

For the weekly list I use guide cards 





—one for each day of the week—and I 
divide the names of missionaries and 
other Christian workers among the 
seven cards. Other names and causes 
are listed also. . 

The daily list comprises, for one thing, 
the names of the seriously ill. There 
are now on my list the names of four 
polio victims, one other having rheu- 
matic fever, another who had a number 
of operations and has been given up by 
the doctors, a few who have had strokes, 
and others. 

There are no hard-and-fast lines be- 
tween these divisions; sometimes .I 
change names or causes from one to 
another, as conditions and circumstances 
change. I have begun to put the names 
of friends and near kin on slips to be 
prayed for especially on their birthdays. 
These are put in place before the 
monthly guide cards, and will be put 
in the proper place when that month 
arrives. 

I find the system simple after it is 
started, flexible, and easily kept up to 
date. I am continually adding to it. 
I clip items from missionary prayer 
letters, from prayer calendars, and from 
the requests printed in the Family 
Worship column of THE Sunpay ScHooL 
Times. I clipped the pages of one issue 
of the Towes where a large number 
of sound missionary societies were 
grouped together. -_I plan to write to 
a few of these societies and get indi- 
vidual names and lists of their most 
urgent needs. ; 

I cannot pray for all individually, so 
I am limiting myself for the present to 
those items that I am able to pray for 
at least once in a month. Whether you 
are led to follow my method or not, I 
implore you to “pray without ceasing,” 
and I can testify that the Lord will 
richly reward you. 


ve 


Scripture Art Calendars 
for 1960 — 


F, LAST year, you were one of those 
who wished that they had remem- 
bered to send in their orders for Scrip- 
ture Art Calendars before it was too 
late, perhaps you will be glad to have 
this early reminder that the calendars 
for 1960. are now ready for mailing. 
Many Sunday school teachers like 


these Scripture Art Calendars for use in , 


the home and in the classroom because 
they supply convenient information 
about coming Sunday school lessons and 


“because they show full-color reproduc- 


tions of famous paintings that tie in 
with the lesson being studied. These 
reproductions are suitable for framing 
and for prominent display in the class- 
room as aids to teaching. And the cal- 
endars make inexpensive yet welcome 
gifts for friends and class members. 

But there are many other features 
that make Scripture Art Calendars espe- 
cially desirable in the home. In addition 
to information about the International 
Uniform Lesson for each Sunday through 
the year, Scripture verses are given for 


(Continued on page 787) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





for non-Christian nations is one of 

the most important confronting the 
Church today. An illustration of this 
is the situation prevailing in Japan at 
the present time. It was just one hun- 
dred years ago, on May 2, 1859, that 
the first Protestant missionary, Rev. J. 
Liggins, began work in Japan. At 
that time Japan had a_ population 
of 30,000,000. The first convert was 
baptized five years later, and after 
thirteen years, there were only ten bap- 
tized converts. Today there are 2,300 
Protestant missionaries in Japan, ac- 
cording to a report by Mr. McVety, 
director of the Word of Life Press, 
Tokyo, appearing in a recent issue of 
the Missionary Broadcaster. 
now 92,000,000 people in Japan. The 
Word of Life Press turns out 40,000,000 
pieces of Christian literature a year, 
most of which is written by the Jap- 
anese for Japanese. 

More than 24,000 different books were 
published in Japan last year, which, the 
author says, is second only to Soviet 
Russia’s 60,000 books. There are 10,000 
bookstores in Japan, selling books and 
magazines ranging from scientific stud- 
ies to pornographic literature. I was 
surprised: to know that there are 53 
Christian bookstores in Japan. 

“Japanese people are avid readers, 
but most of them are not reading Chris- 
tian books. Faced with millions of 
Japanese, both believers and nonbe- 
lievers, who are indifferent to the bless- 
ings of Christian literature, the Word 
of Life Press has started a campaign to 
encourage the reading of good Chris- 
tian books. The right book can pre- 
pare a man’s heart for contact later on 
with a Christian who can help him. 
With his veneer of reserve and re- 
luctance gone, the non-Christian can 
unburden his heart to one who can in- 
troduce him to the burdenbearer, Jesus 
Christ.” 


Religious Rights of U.S.A. Citizens in 
Saudi Arabia.—Our government, as the 
British Government, has often acted 
cowardly in not insisting upon the re- 
ligious rights of its citizens in foreign 
countries. An article, “Oil and the 
Church in Saudi Arabia,” by Dr. Alan 
Tichenor, in the June-July issue of 
Land Reborn, confirms us in this criti- 
cism. (Dr. Tichenor is now pastor of 
the McClellan Heights United Presby- 
terian Church in Davenport, Iowa.) 

“For the five years that I was in 
Saudi Arabia, from’ 1952 to 1957, my 
passport read ‘Teacher,’ when actually 
I was a clergyman—the first regular 
pastor for several thousand Americans 
working in the oil-camps. To anyone 
used to the open religious society of our 
country my assignment could have: 
proved a hopelessly confining one.. As 
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There are- 


it turned out, although there were many 
frustrating elements, the experience was 
in fact supremely rewarding. 

“Christian church edifices are not 
allowed in Saudi Arabia. We wor- 
shipped in theaters, schools, recreation 
buildings, and private homes. I baptized 
before dawn and after dusk, in the 
Persian Gulf, in swimming pools and in 
living rooms. I was not permitted to 
solemnize marriages in the country and 
so shepherded lovers out to the British- 
protected Island.of Bahrein in the Per- 
sian Gulf, about 20 miles from the 
Saudi Arab coast. There I performed 
the ceremonies under the Indian Mar- 
riage Act of 1872, which has long ceased 
to be valid in India. 

“Although we lived in fenced com- 
munities largely isolated from the local 
population, we had to be secretive about 
our religion. There could be no public 
advertising of our meetings and news of 
these was circulated by word of mouth. 
Until 1955 I was not even allowed to 
maintain a residence in Saudi Arabia... . 

“Whenever church services were held 
in a company movie theater, ushers had 
to be placed at the door to prevent the 
Saudis from wandering into forbidden 
territory. It was not our prayers that 
attracted them but the possibility of a 
movie being shown, although they were 
barred from this, too. . . . 

“There were about 6,000 Americans in 
the oil camps, a number of whom of 
course were Catholics. Jews were 
barred from entry into the country. We 
figured that we ministered to approxi- 
mately 1,000 in our various groups but 
undoubtedly touched the lives of many 
others indirectly. Far too many left 
religion out of their lives, partly because 
it did not seem to be important to them 
in their isolated communities and partly 
because of the restrictions. We were 
spared one problem common to most 
pastorates in the United States: there 
was plenty of money to pay the bills. ... 

“Most of the credit for such observance 
as there was goes to a relatively small 
number of dedicated workers, and not to 
the company. It was the employees that 
had taken the initiative in this matter. 

. Far from taking a firm stand the 
company’s Government Relations De- 
partment insisted that even open expres- 
sion of such religion as Americans were 
allowed must be avoided at all costs... . 

“Back of this, we were told, lay more 
than not wanting to ruffle Aramco’s 
orderly business relations with the Saudi 
government. It was claimed that the 
whole oil-investment, together with its 
vital strategic role for the Free World, 
would be imperiled by the intrusion of 
matters that now could only provoke 
the hypersensitive Arabs. ‘A company 
vice-president, who had assumed sole 
responsibility for religious affairs kept 
repeating—to our most modest proposals 
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—that ‘the time was ‘not right.’ The 
time was so little right, for example, 
that the Aramco newspaper Sun and 
Flare could not publish announcements 
of our church meetings.” 


- The Beliefs of Methodists——The Meth- 
odist Division of National Missions has 
just completed a rather comprehensive 
survey of the beliefs of. Methodists 
in our country, under the direction 
of Dr. David E. Lindstrom, ‘Profes- 
sor of Sociology at the University of 
Illinois, with the assistance of a group 
of graduate students. I was pleased to 
note that of the 3,644 laymen who re- 
plied to the questionnaire, 91.2 per cent 
accepted completely the doctrine of the 
resurrection of Christ, and 85.8 per cent 
acknowledged belief in eternal life; 5 
per cent accepted the resurrection of 
Christ with reservations, and 1.2 per 
cent rejected it completely. It was a 
surprise to me that 83.4 per cent of 
those: replying believed it was the duty 
of every Christian to tithe. We cannot 
help but wonder if a poll: of Methodist 
clergymen, would indicate as high a 
percentage of faith in the Resurrection 
as does this poll of laymen. 


Unwed Mothers.—The announcement 
has come from the United States Chil- 
dren’s Bureau that during 1957 (the 
last year for which statistics are avail- 
able) 201,700 .babies were born of un- 
wed mothers,:as against 86,900 in 1938. 
But this does not tell the entire story. 
The number of such births per 1,000 
unmarried females has tripled in the 
last two decades, with a particularly 
alarming rise among teen-age _ girls. 
One-fifth of all non-white babies born 
in our country are born out of wedlock. 

The United States Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare states 
that federal, state, and local taxpayers 
this year will pay $210,000,000 toward 
the support of children born out of 
wedlock, payments averaging $27.29 a 
month per child. This money is pro- 
vided under the government-supported 
Aid to Dependent Children program, 
with the federal government paying 60 
per cent, and state and local taxes con- 
tributing 40 per cent. This steadily 
increasing problem is causing a great 
deal of alarm to well-thinking people 
across our nation, and, as the Chief of 
the United States Children’s Bureau has 
said, “No amount of censure or hard- 
ship will abolish the problem.” - 

Sociologists attribute this upward 
trend to “youngsters exposed to raw sex 
in everyday modern living . . . torrid 
movies and TV scenes . obscene 
literature . . night rides and hard 
liquor . . . lack of parental discipline 
. . . lax law enforcement which winks 
at boys and girls registering in cheap 
hotels and cabins . . . exposé magazines 
. .. pep-pill and reefer parties .. . teen- 
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age gang codes which virtually require 
illicit sexual relations.” 


Drunken Driving—More and more 
states are finding it necessary to intro- 
duce severe legislation with the hope 
of reducing drunk driving. Apart from 
the arrests made by the police of our 
cities last year, state and highway po- 
lice obtained 86,500 convictions for 
drunk driving. Recently a special com- 
mittee of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation brought in the astonishing 
report that alcohol was involved in fifty 
per cent of the fatal automobile acci- 
dents last year, accounting for 15,000 
deaths. 


Repercussions in the Presbyterian 
Church from the unretracted repudia- 
tion of the doctrine of the Virgin Birth 
by Dr. Theodore Gill, whose appoint- 
ment as president of San Francisco 
Theological Seminary has recently been 
confirmed by the General Assembly, 
continue. By the unanimous consent ,of 
the Session of the First Presbyterian 
Church of San Diego, California, the fol- 
lowing telegram was sent to the Stated 
Clerk, who refused to read ‘it to the 
Assembly: 

“By unanimous action, the Session of 
the First Presbyterian Church of San 
Diego, California, requests that Dr. 
Theodore Gill be required to reaffirm 
his adherence to the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith, particularly with ref- 
erence to the virgin birth of Christ, and 
that in the absence of such his appoint- 
ment as president of San Francisco 
Theological Seminary not be confirmed. 
Without such reaffirmation this church 
will find it difficult to support an in- 
stitution which he heads.” 

This is the second largest Presby- 
terian church in the United States, with 
a membership of over four thousand. 
The courageous pastor is Dr. William 
D. Livingstone. My good friend Dr. 
Albert Lindsay, pastor of the large and 
flourishing First Presbyterian Church 
of Tacoma, has been equally outspoken, 
even preaching a sermon on this sub- 
ject of the Virgin Birth and circulating 
it in printed form. 


The Spiritual Climate in English Uni- 
versities—Though it is commonly ac- 
knowledged that the spiritual condition 
of England, and particularly of London, 
is at a very low ebb, evangelical leaders 
are unanimous in saying that this con- 
dition does not prevail in the colleges 
and universities of that land today. It 
is in these institutions that a new de- 
votion to the Word of God and a love 
for the Church is evident. This ob- 
servation has been made again in an 
interesting article, “The Faith in the 
Ancient Universities,” in the author- 
itative Church Times for July 24, by 
the Dean of Pembroke College, Cam- 
bridge, who should know whereof he 
speaks. He says in part: 

“Compared with the decades between 
the wars, there is no doubt that the 
general interest in religion has revived 
marvelously. Churches and_ college 
chapels are thronged; religious societies 
abound; sermons are besought; and that 
this is zeal and not affectation is cer- 
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tified by increased numbers of com- 
municants, penitents, and ordinands.” 

I was taken by surprise by the facts 
set forth in the following paragraph: 
“The Church should be thankful for its 
present opportunities in the older uni- 
versities and it should work to secure 
that more of them are available at the 
newer ones. For what is the position 
at Oxford and Cambridge? About half 
of the undergraduates go to some place 
of worship on an average, and this in- 
cludes a great many ‘twicers’ and not a 
few ‘thricers.’ About a quarter are com- 
municants, many of them weekly. At 
least this is so at an average college. 
The number attending week-day serv- 
ices is fair.” 

One sober paragraph should be 
noted: “The chief ground for disquiet 


lies in the few men of these of out-. 


standing ability who offer themselves 
for the priesthood, compared with fifty 
or eighty years ago. The same type of 
complaint is made by the medical pro- 
fession, the home, foreign and colonial 
services, and industry. There are not 
enough able men to go round, and com- 
petition is keen. A man, these days, 
who elects to be a priest is certainly 
not making the decision for lack of 
other and more. lucrative ways of ad- 
vancing his career. The Church’s share 
of ability is a meagre one, but taking 
into account competitors in the field, it 
is a fair one. 

“Despite the advantages of the es- 
tablished Church, in some respects it is 
less favoured than smaller bodies which 
run their own flourishing societies in 
the university. The college as a whole 
tends to be the ‘Church Society’ and as 
it necessarily includes all shades ana 
opinions, it does not always attract 
zealous youth, which has a strong pref- 
erence for the institution which will 
give a clear-cut and infallible answer 
to its questions.” 


The Value of Temperate Living.—An 
informing article, “The Secrets of Long 
Life,” appearing recently in the Satur- 
day Evening Post is based upon the 
answers to questionnaires sent to 402 
persons in our country who are ninety- 
five years old, or more. “Practically 
one-half who replied have never 
touched alcohol in their life, and the 
remainder were infrequent and ex- 
tremely moderate drinkers.” Ninety- 
seven per cent have religious affiliations, 
and 73 per cent described themselves 
as deeply religious all their lives (an 
amazingly high proportion). There are 
six atheists in the group. Sixty-eight 
per cent have never smoked, and only 
14 per cent are smoking at the present 
time. 


A Change of View in Biblical Schol- 
arship—One of the- most notable 
evidences of the change of view in the 
world of Biblical scholarship, and a 
recognition of the evangelical position 
on the inspiration and authority of the 
Word of God is in the announcement 
that Prof. F. F. Bruce has just been 
appointed to the Rylands Chair of Bibli- 
cal Criticism in the University of Man- 
chester. For the past twelve years Dr. 
Bruce has been the Professor of Bibli- 
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cal History and Literature in the Uni- 
versity of Sheffield, England. He is the 
author of a number of standard works 
relating to the Bible, including the two 
finest commentaries on the Book of Acts 
to be published in the last twenty years, 
and is editor of the Evangelical Quar- 


terly, and the Palestine Exploration 
Quarterly. Dr. Bruce contributes to 
other periodicals, and most of us 


marvel at the amount of thorough, 
scholarly work he turns out year after 
year. 

The chair of Biblical Criticism to 


which Professor Bruce has been ap-:— 


pointed was previously held, for twenty 
years, by one of the most distinguished 
scholars of our generation, Dr. T. W. 
Manson, a semi-Liberal in his approach 
to the Bible and one of the three au- 
thors of the very Liberal work, “The 
Mission and Message of Jesus,” pub- 
lished in 1937. 


Gospel Broadcasting to Needy Lands. 
—Here in America we little realize the 
tremendous work being done by con- 
secrated Christians called of God to 


‘such an enterprise as broadcasting the 


Gospel to nations where opportunities 
for hearing the Christian message are 
so limited. Rev. Paul E. Freed, presi- 
dent of the Voice of Tangier, has 
announced from Tangier that “negoti- 
ations for continued broadcasting of 
the Voice of Tangier are progressing 
favorably. It looks from here in Tan- 
gier as if the radio crisis in Morocco will 
not adversely affect the continued 
broadcasting of our radio station to 
countries in Eastern and Western 
Europe and behind the Iron Curtain. 
At the present time we are broadcast- 
ing uninterruptedly in twenty-six lan- 
guages. As a matter of fact, the present 
Moroccan edict may not be a re- 
trenchment, but may result in a forward 
step for our missionary radio station.”, 
The “radio crisis” referred to by Mr. 
Freed is the recent Moroccan edict 
which has threatened to discontinue all 
commerical broadcasting from _ that 
country after January 1, 1960. 


An Evangelical Archbishop.—One of 
the outstanding evangelical Anglican 
leaders of our generation is The Most 
Reverend H. R. Gough, for many years 
Bishop of Barking, and recently ap- 
pointed Archbishop of Sydney, Aus- 
tralia. No Anglican in England gave 
more enthusiastic support to the Billy 
Graham meetings than did Bishop 
Gough. For this he was often criticized 
by other Anglicans, some even saying 
that this would prevent him from re- 
ceiving further advancement in _ the 
Anglican Church—a prophecy that has 
proved untrue. Dr. Gough has often 
spoken at Keswick, and has been a sup- 
porter of all major evangelical causes 
in Great Britain. It is encouraging to 
hear an Archbishop speak with such 
firm conviction on the subject of evan- 
gelism as did this consecrated servant 
of God in his Enthronement Sermon in 
St. Andrew’s_ Cathedral. His closing 
words are as follows: 

_ “These are days of real opportunity 
for the Church of Jesus Christ. If He 
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is lifted up in all His saving power, 
men will not continue to walk in dark- 
ness, but will see that Light that shines 
more and more unto the perfect day. 

“This can be the Church’s finest hour. 
God in His mercy has visited this 
country in great blessing during recent 
months. The visit of Dr. Graham and 
his proclamation of the Gospel has let 
that light shine forth more mightily 
than ever before. Thousands who 
weeks ago were in darkness are now 
walking in the light of life. If we in 
the Church will accept this challenge, 
we will see in the coming days the 
spiritual revival for which so many 
have been praying for so long. If you 
and I will dedicate ourselves to God, 
reaching out in our Christian service, 
then here in Sydney this can be and 
will be the Church’s finest hour. Let 
us dedicate ourselves to this task that 
the light of God may flood into other 
hearts also.” 


Christian Encouragement From a 
Korean Ambassador.—It is not often 
that we hear or read of a vigorous 
pronouncement in favor of genuine 
Christianity from a man high in the gov- 
ernmental circles of Asia. But such a 
pronouncement has just come from Dr. 
You Chan Yang, Korean Ambassador 
to the United States, in a speech to the 
delegates at the National Conference 
of Christian Crusaders in Tulsa, Okla. 
These are-his words, in part: 

“The whole world badly needs a more 
constructive, aggressive, deliberate con- 
frontation of. International Commu- 
nists. . . . With Khrushchev angling for 
a visit to the United States for the pur- 
pose of a Summit Conference, nothing 
could be more timely and appropriate 
for the Christians of this country than to 
hold their own summit conference. I 
hope that out of this meeting, and those 
which I trust will follow, a great new 
Christian crusade will be mounted.” 


School Attendance in  Israel.—The 
Bureau of Statistics of the Israeli Min- 
istry of Education has just issued some 
interesting figures regarding the attend- 
ance of pupils in the primary and sec- 
ondary schools of Israel in 1955. It 
reports that in the primary schools 
maintained by the state, 234,333 pupils 
attended. Of that number, 55,525 were 
educated tin State religious institutions 
and 16,710 in independent religious 
schools of the Agudat Israel Organi- 
zation. Expressed in percentage it may 
be said that 21.5 per cent of Israel’s 
primary schoolchildren attended state 
Teligious institutions and 6.3 per cent 


independent religious schools. Out of ' 


14,469 pupils attending secondary 
schools, 2,105 were educated in religious 
Secondary schools and 196 in independ- 
ent religious secondary schools main- 
tained by Agudat Israel. This means 
that only about 15 pe® cent of Israel’s 
secondary school population were edu- 
in religious secondary schools. 

An article in the London Jewish 
Chronicle regarding these statistics con- 
tains the following statement: “There 
are no statistics as to the strength of 
Istael’s religious population. The only 
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fact that may be taken into consider- 
ation is the number of votes for re- 
ligious parties. Out of 120 members of 
the Knesset, 17, about 14 per cent, be- 
long to religious parties. It must, how- 
ever, immediately be pointed out that 
not all religious Jews vote for religious 
parties. It is a well-known fact that 
there are many Orthodox. Jews who 
vote for the General Zionists, Cherut, 
and even Mapai. . The figure of 
27.8 per cent of children in religious 
primary schools quoted by the statisti- 
cian of the Ministry of Education can- 
not be regarded as fully representative 
of the actual strength of religious 
Jewry in Israel.” 

The publication, Dateline, issued by 
the National Association of Manufac- 
turers, in its June issue carries some 
interesting relevant data concerning Jew- 
ish education in our own country. “A 
seven-year national study of American 
Jewish schooling was made public in 
early June at the Fourth National Con- 
ference on Jewish Education in New 
York by the American Association for 
Jewish Education which sponsored it at 
a cost of $250,000. Enrollment in Jew- 
ish religious schools is at an all-time 
high: 553,600. There are 3,367 Jewish 
religious schools in the U.S.: 1,760 week- 
day afternoon institutions, 1,393 one- 
day Sunday schools and 214 all-day 
schools. Enrollment is 39 per cent Con- 
servative, 28 per cent Reform, 21 per 
cent Orthodox, 11 per cent multiple 
orientation and one per cent Yiddish. 
American Jews spend some sixty mil- 
lion dollars annually for Jewish school- 
ing, of which the parents pay half the 
cost. Assets are an all-time-high en- 
rollment of 553,000 boys and girls, an 
80 per cent coverage of American Jew- 
ish children and the display of greater 
interest by 90 per cent of Jewish par- 
ents.” 


Missionary Emphasis in the Church of 
England.—For the - first time in the 
nearly two centuries of missionary ac- 
tivities conducted by the Church of 
England, the secretaries of its eleven 
principal missionary. societies have 
taken the step of issuing a joint appeal 
to every incumbent in England, urging 
that the financial needs of the entire 
missionary enterprise be vigorously pre- 
sented to the people of their respected 
parishes. From this call, I would like 
to quote the following paragraphs: 

“We, the undersigned, representing 
the recognized missionary agencies of 
our Church, are acutely aware of the 
dimensions of ‘the. unfinished task of 
evangelism in every part of the world. 
We are not unmindful that, in our own 
land, millions are indifferent to the 
claims of Christ. 

“But we are deeply burdened with 
the knowledge that, in other parts of 
the world, multitudes are living and 
dying without ever hearing the glorious 
Gospel, or coming within range of the 
ministry of the Church. In most parts 
of the Anglican Communion the Church 
is small and poor, and neither equipped 


for nor desirous of standing alone in - 


its frontier situation. . .. : 
“After much prayer and deliberation 
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we, in consultation with Church leaders 
at home and overseas, are convinced 
that the Holy Spirit is calling our 
Church—now—to practical application 
to its world mission on a scale never 
before attempted. In a menacing and 
divided world, the number of doors of 
opportunity opening for the Word of 
reconciliation is truly amazing. 

“From overseas we are receiving hun- 
dreds of requests for the services of 
dedicated, qualified, trained men and 
women of our Church. In some situ- 
ations, ‘pump-pfiming’ funds are all 
that is needed to get significant new 
enterprises going. 

“We put the question therefore to 
you as leader and representative of the 
faithful in your parish: , 

“What answer is to be given to the 
evident call of the Holy Spirit to our 
Church at this time, to send its mes- 
sengers into all the world with the 
Gospel message, on a scale and with a 
degree of sacrificial backing never be- 
fore envisaged or attempted?” 





In 1947 there were only two mission- 
ary radio stations broadcasting. Today 
there are twenty-two. 


Propagation of the Jewish Faith—A 
recent issue of the New York Times 
carries a column-long article with the 
following astonishing headline, “Jews 
Set Up Unit To Seek Converts.” The 
best way to indicate the contents of 
this article is to quote the opening par- 
agraphs: “For the first time in the 
history of Judaism a broadly representa- 
tive organization has been incorporated 
for the specific purpose of propagating 
that faith. 

“Known as the Jewish Information 
Society, the new body is composed of 
prominent laymen and clergymen. All 
three branches of American Judaism— 
Reform, Orthodox, and Conservative—are 
represented on the society’s governing 
board. Its headquarters is in Chicago. 

Establishment of the organization 
constitutes a departure from traditional 
Judaism, which has not considered it- 
self a missionary faith since the pre- 
Christian era. 

“On occasion, individual Jewish 
leaders have publicly proposed that 
their faith enter the search for new ad- 
herents. But never before has such an 
inclusivé organization been formed for 
that purpose. The society is confined 
to the Chicago area, but it is expected 
that branches or chapters will be 
opened in other cities. 

“Ben MacCabbee, head of a Chicago 
engineering firm, is president of the 
society. Co-chairmen-are Rabbis Ralph 
‘Simon, Conservative; Gunther Plaut, 
Reform; and Aaron Ring, Orthodox. 
The three vice presidents are Rabbis 
Sholom Singer, Reform; Philip Lipis, 
Conservative; and David Graubart, Con- 
servative.” 


“Be not afraid, only believe.” And if 
you are afraid, just look up and say, 
“What time I am afraid I will trust in 
thee.”—A. B. Simpson. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. OCTOBER 25. PETER AND JOHN, UNDAUNTED 


WITNESSES 


Acts 4:1-31; printed text, verses 1-14 


Golden Text.—Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For 
we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.—Acts 4:19, 20 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 4:1 And as they spake unto the people, the priests, 
and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon 


them, 


2 Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached 
through Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 
3 And they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto 


the next day: for it was now eventide. 


4 Howbeit many, of them which heard the word ‘believed; 
and the number of the men was about five thousand. 
5 And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, 


and elders, and scribes, 


6 And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, 
and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the 
high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. 

7 And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, 
By what power, or by what name, have ye done this? 

8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, 
Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE effect of Peter’s sermon after 
| the healing of the lame man (Acts 
3:12-26) was twofold. Many be- 
lieved the Word and were saved (4:4). 
Others—the religious leaders of the 
Jews—were “grieved” that unauthorized 
men performed such: an exploit and 
preached with such power. The procla- 
mation of the Gospel produced opposite 
results, just as it often does, because to 
those who perish it is “foolishness,” 
but to the saved it is the “power of 
God” (1 Cor. 1:18). 

The Sanhedrin was a confused but 
determined group. They arrested Peter 
and John. Thus began the persecutions 
of the church, which were to continue 
off and on for centuries until Constan- 
tine’s day (he died in A.D. 337). The 
Lord Jesus had warned His disciples of 
impending trouble. He had reminded 
them, “If they have persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you” (John 15:20). 
Now His prophecy began to be fulfilled. 

The effect of the persecution was dif- 
ferent from what the enemies of the 
Gospel expected. It put new iron into 
the apostles’ blood! Peter, once timid 
in the presence of a maid, is now fear- 
less in preaching Christ and denouncing 
those who rejected Him (eg., Acts 4: 
10, 12). Further, it drove the infant 
church to her knees (v. 24). Prayer 
released the power of the Holy Spirit 
(v. 31); He cemented believers into a 
formidable Christian army; and the 


cause of Christ, foes or no foes, marched 
triumphantly on. 


- 10:17). 


impotent man, by 


9 If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the 


what means he is made whole; 


10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, 


that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye cru- 


cified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth 
this man stand here before you whole. 
11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, 


which is become the head of the corner. 


we must be saved. 


12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 


13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, 


and perceived that 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 4:1—“. .. as they spake ... the 
priests, and the captain of the temple, 
and the Sadducees, came upon them 
. . -’ The words of Peter and John 
provoked the Hebrew religious leaders 
to anger. The “captain” was com- 
mander of the Levitical Temple guard. 
The Sadducees were the aristocratic, 
theologically liberal nobility of our 
Lord’s day. 


Verse 2.—*. . grieved that they 
taught the people, and preached through 
Jesus the resurrection .. .” The reason 
for the anger was twofold. The priests 
resented the fact that the apostles spoke 
without ecclesiastical authorization. 
The Sadducees, who denied any resur- 
rection (cf. Acts 23:8), objected to 
Peter’s teaching that our Lord was 
raised from the dead (3:15). 

Verse 3—‘“. . . they laid hands on 
them ... put them in hold unto the next 
day: for it was now eventide.” The 
healing of the lame man was at about 
3 p.m. (cf. 3:1). The subsequent excite- 
ment and discourse must have been 
protracted. The first persecution of be- 
lievers now takes place. Peter and 
John are arrested and detained until the 
Sanhedrin can be assembled. 


Verse 4—“Howbeit. many . . . which 
heard the word believed . . . number of 
the men was about: five thousand.” 
“Faith cometh by hearing .. .” (Rom. 
Women and children are not 
included in this reckoning (but see Acts 
5:14). Three thousand were mentioned 
in 2:41; others had been daily added to 
the church (v. 47). Peter’s miracle and 
second sermon brought still others to 
Christ. 





they. were unlearned and ignorant men, 


they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus. 

14 And beholding the man which was healed standing 
with them, they could say nothing against it. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 


Verse 5—*“. . . on the morrow .. 
their rulers, and elders, and scribes...” 
The apostles had spent the night in jail 
and the hierarchy had spent it in reflec- 
tion and plotting against them. 
“Rulers” refers to the Sanhedrin (Jew- 
ish court) members generally. Elders of 
the people, scribes (men with technical 
training in Hebrew law and custom), 
and high priests were the three groups 
comprising the Sanhedrin. 

Verse 6.—“. . . Annas the high priest 
... Caiaphas ... John... . Alexander 

.. as many as were of the kindred of 
the high priest, were gathered ... at 
Jerusalem.” Annas _ (ex-high-priest) 
was father-in-law of Caiaphas (ruling 
high priest). See John 18:13. John and 
Alexander were their relatives. Caia- 
phas presided over the Sanhedrin, as he 
had at our Lord’s trial (cf. Matt. 26:57). 


Verse ll . . they ... set them in 
the midst ... asked, By what power, or 
... name, have ye done this?” The 
court was now in order. The apostles 
were specifically asked to explain by 
what mystical energy they had operated, 
or through what magical name they had 
performed the miracle. In Peter’s reply 
he refers both to the “means” and the 
“name” (cf. Acts 4:9, 10, 12). 

Verse 8.—“Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Ghost, said ... Ye rulers of the 
people, and elders of Israel.” The 


~ source of Peter’s boldness, eloquence, 


and power was the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit (cf. 2:4). Peter was no rebel 
against the Sanhedrin. He addressed 
them in their official capacity as Hebrew 
leaders. 

Verse 9.—“If we this day be examined 
of the good deed done to the impotent 
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man, by what means he is made whole 
...’ Peter, while respectful, is pointed. 
Judges were appointed to investigate 
criminals, not benefactors. A good deed 
had been done to a helpless man. A 
cripple had been cured. What could 
possibly be wrong with that? The San- 
hedrin wanted to know the “means”; 
Peter was glad to tell them. 


Verse 10.—“Be it known unto... all 
... that by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom 
God raised .. . by him doth this man 
stand here before you whole.” Peter 
uses the Sanhedrin’s interrogation as the 
basis of a, ringing testimony. The 


apostles’ good deed stood in stark con-. 


trast to the questioners’ dastardly 
murder of one of their own compatriots 
from Nazareth. God’s intervention in 
raising His Son, and the living Saviour 
Himself, had made the miracle of heal- 
ing possible. 


Verse 11—“This is the stone which 
was set at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner.” 
The apostle uses this quotation from 
Psalm 118 (v. 22) to show (1) that the 
judges’ rejection of Christ was no ac- 
cident, for it was prophesied in advance; 
(2) that the Lord Jesus, the Rock upon 
which Israel stumbled, would not re- 
main discarded forever; (3) but that 
His resurrection and subsequent ascen- 
sion, the basis of the lame man’s heal- 
ing, were indications that now He was 
once more in Glory. 


Verse 12.—“Neither is there salvation 
in any other . . . there is none other 
name under heaven-. . . whereby we 
must be saved.” His listeners had asked 
for a name (Acts 4:7). Peter now pro- 
nounces the name of his blessed Lord. 


’ His words (1) are an evidence of Spirit- 


directed courage; (2) affirm the exclu- 
siveness of the way of salvation through 
Christ; (3) summon his audience to the 
Saviour. 


Verse 13.—‘“. . . when they. saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, and... 
that they were unlearned and ignorant 
they took 
knowledge ... that they had been with 
Jesus.” Note the words “unlearned” 
(agrammatoi, Greek—‘without formal 
schooling”) and “ignorant” (idiotai, 
Greek—“private,” i.e., without official 
recognition as scholars or teachers). 
The cured man on the one hand, clear 
evidence of a stupendous miracle, and 
the startling courage of untrained men 
brought to the Sanhedrin’s mind the 
Saviour’s ministry and doubtless re- 
minded some of them that they had 
seen the apostles in His company. 


Verse 14—“. . . beholding the man... 
healed standing they could say 
nothing against it.” Peter’s argument 
had been based on the fact that the 
name and power of Christ had healed 
the cripple. It was difficult for the 
Sanhedrin to deny his argument with 


. its major premise, the once lame man, a 


Standing refutation of their objections! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Peter is the outstanding human leader 
in the first twelve chapters of Acts. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. October 18.—Sharing the 
I. dirediiticnksqn ces senlnaicins timcleiesibpainbnsiidiaia Acts 38 


Next Week’s Lesson 


5. November 1.—The Fellowship of 
pO ee a Acts 4:32 to 5:16 








‘In our lesson he and John are seen as 


intrepid warriors for Christ. 

They had been appointed witnesses 
for their Saviour (Acts 1:8), and they 
carried out their assignment with forti- 
tude. They refused to be intimidated 
by hostile Jews. They held aloft the 
standard of the Cross, assailed the 
enemies of the Son of God, insisted that 
His name is the only source of salvation 
(4:12), and in general confounded their 
adversaries (vv. 14-16). 

The Sanhedrin was impressed by their 
courage (v. 13). They commanded the 
apostles to stop proclaiming the name 
of Jesus. Peter and John replied, “... 
we cannot but speak the things which 
we have seen and heard” (v. 20). The 
Jews might threaten (v. 21), but the 
men of God had divine orders which 
they must at any cost obey. 

What had happened to Peter and 
John? Before our Lord’s crucifixion 
they had both forsaken Him (cf. Matt. 
26:56), and Simon had later ignomin- 
iously denied Him (Mark 14:68). Now 
their cowardice had disappeared. They 
became forerunners of a noble succes- 
sion of heroes and heroines of faith who 
with dauntless boldness endured hard- 
ship and faced the bitterness of pain 
and martyrdom unafraid. 

The apostles were new men. Not 
only did they have the personal assur- 
ance that their beloved Saviour was 
alive but they also knew that they were 
not alone in their struggle. The Holy 
Spirit Himself was their ally. Their 
united prayers resulted in His renewed 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
‘By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT new experience for the 
church is found in this lesson? 

2. For what two reasons was the 
Sanhedrin grieved? 

3. What three groups formed the re- 
ligious council of the Jews? 

4. Concerning what did these people 
question Peter and John? 

5. In what passage of the lesson is the 
exclusiveness of salvation throygh 
Christ affirmed? 

6. What do the words “unlearned and 
ignorant” (Acts 4:13) imply with regard 
to Peter and John? 

7. According to the believers’ prayer, 
the words of what Psalm were being 
partially fulfilled in the arrest of the 
apostles? 

8. For what did the Christians pray? 

9. What. fresh experience enabled 
them to speak boldly? 

10. Does the record state that. as the 
result only the apostles were bold in 
witnessing? . 

(Answers on page 782) 


. was certainly not innate. 
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infilling. And, because this happened, 
“they spake the word of God with 


boldness” (4:31). When the Spirit of 
God is in control, believers are un- 
afraid. . j 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The arrest of Peter and John (Acts 
4: 1-5) 

2. Peter’s defense and the apostles’ re- 
lease (vv. 6-22) 

3. The believers’ prayers and renewed 
infilling (vv. 23-31) 


Topics for Development 

Persecution and Progress. In this 
lesson we see two apostles arrested. 
Later the group of apostles were jailed 
(Acts 5:18). Stephen became the first 
Christian martyr (7:59, 60). Soon “a 
great persecution” arose against. the 
church at Jerusalem, scattering her 
members far and wide (cf. 8:1). 

The enemies of God have often 
thought that they could stop the ad- 
vance of the Gospel by persecuting the 
followers of the Lamb. History has 
proved the opposite. Refugees from 
Jerusalem fled throughout the regions of 
Judaea and Samaria. With them they 
bore the kindled torch of testimony. 
Soon Gospel fires burned brightly be- 
yond the confines of Jerusalem. And 
thus the long trek of witnessing con- 
tinued around the globe. The blood of 
the martyrs became the seed of the 
church. : 


Practical Applications 

The twentieth century may witness 
the spread of religious persecution be- 
yond China and Colombia to our own 
shores. Are we walking with our Lord 
so closely that we have the needed 
stamina for whatever may befall? 

One name and only one exists through 
which lost men may be saved (Acts 4: 
12). Then “tell it, and tell it, and tell 
it again.” 

Formal schooling is valuable. But do 
not wait for a degree before witnessing 
for your Lord. 

People could tell that the apostles 
“had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 
Can they tell that about you—that you 
have today spent time on your knees in 
His holy presence? 

Give us more Spirit-filled men! The 
place was shaken where the believers 
assembled (Acts 4:31); and their testi- 
mony shook the world! : 


Golden Text 

Acts 4:19, 20.—“Whether it be right in 
the sight of God to hearken unto you © 
more than unto God, judge ye. For we 
cannot but speak the things which we 
have seen and heard.” Whence came 
this courage to defy the Sanhedrin? It 
Peter and 
John were but men. The Spirit of God 
had so gripped and molded them that 
they were driven by an _ irresistible 
inner compulsion to witness for their 
Lord. They spoke with passion about 
things which they knew at first hand. 
May we, too, know our Saviour and 
declare His name without fear. 


MepiA, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNs 


“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
“Faith Is the Victory” 
“The Son of God Goes Forth. to War” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who hast ever been the ref- 
uge and strength of Thy people, we 
thank Thee that Thou dost show Thy- 
self true and faithful, gracious and 
merciful to us. For the inspiring ex- 
ample of Thy faithful servants of old 
we are grateful. May our faith in Thee 
and our loyalty to Thee be strengthened 
by this lesson study before us. When 
fear tempts us to turn from Thy way, 
may we set Thee before our eyes and in 
the fear of the Lord lose the fear of man. 
Be very near to all persecuted and hard- 
pressed Christians today. Support, help, 
comfort, and guide them till Thou dost 
deliver them from their afflictions. Let 
Thy tender mercies be with sick and 
disabled folk and others in trouble that 
in Thee they may find the help they 
need. Be. with us in our homes, our 
daily work, and our service for Christ so 
that we may meet all testing circum- 
stances enlightened to and strengthened 
for Thy will. Where we have failed 
Thee, forgive and enable us to overcome 
all that mars our lives in Thy holy sight, 
and do all we ask for the sake of Thy 
dear Son, our Saviour. Amen. 


After the Lesson—We have a great 
Golden Text today: “Whether it be right 
in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye. For we 
cannot but speak the things which we 
have seen and heard.” Commanded by 
men to stop preaching Christ, Peter and 
John ask, Is it right to obey human 
leaders when they require us to disobey 
God? To do what was right in God’s 





THROUGH AITH IN GOD 
LOSE EAR OF MAN 











sight was their one concern and it should 
be our chief concern—not what is pleas- 
ant, not what is safe, not what will pay, 
but what is right? And if doing right 
is difficult or dangerous, we are still to 
do it and leave the outcome with God. 

In “Pilgrim’s Progress,” Timorous and 
Mistrust turned back when they saw 
two fierce lions ahead of them. Chris- 
tian, too, came that way and was 
frightened till he learned the lions were 
chained. Even then, he passed them in 
trembling, but, keeping to the middle of 
the path, he got by safely. They roared 
but could not harm him. The enemies 


of God can go no farther than God . 


permits. We are not to be turned from 
Christ, truth, and right by fear. When 
through fear to take your stand as a 
Christian, you run away from what is 
right, you run in fear of lions that are 
chained. Get your eyes off the lions 
and on the Lord. When Luther was 
stirring Germany with his preaching, 
a messenger of the Pope came and pic- 
tured to him how helpless he would be 
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when the powers of church and state 
laid hands on him. “Where, then, will 
you be, little monk?” asked the visitor. 
“Then, as now, in the hands of Al- 
mighty God,” said Luther, and went on 
with his preaching. Like Peter and 
John and like Luther, let us get our 
eyes off men and fix them on God, and 
we, too, shall stand firm for God and 
Christ, truth and right, defeating fear 
by faith. 
Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 


ve 


The Busy Men’‘s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And ... the priests .. . the captain 
... and the Sadducees ... laid hands on 
them .. .” (Acts 4:1-3).—The apostles 
Peter and John had had a long, in- 
teresting, and profitable session. It 
lasted from the hour of prayer to even- 
tide. In this period they wrought a 
notable miracle of healing, delivered an 
amazing message, and were arrested 
and imprisoned! 

I say, “an amazing message,” because 
they told their hearers that if the 
nation would “repent ... and be con- 
verted,” their sins—even thé denial and 
killing of their Messiah—would be 
blotted out and God would send the 
risen and ascended Lord Jesus back to 
them, and the “times of restitution of 
all things” mentioned by their prophets 
would be ushered in! 

The charge of murder could right- 
eously be reduced to manslaughter, be- 
cause they killed Him ignorantly in 
unbelief (Luke 23:34). 

The members of the council saw the 
miracle and heard the marvelous offer 
of forgiveness. Did they, as the repre- 
sentatives of the nation, repent and get 
converted? Did they seize this divinely 
given opportunity to have their awful 
sins blotted out? No, instead they ap- 
prehended and imprisoned the messen- 
gers! 

This refusal of the Sanhedrin recalls 
the frequently related incident of 
George Wilson’s refusal of a pardon. He 
was sentenced to death for murder 
committed during a robbery. The Presi- 
dent of the United States exercised his 
right and sent him a pardon, which Wil- 
son refused! 

The matter was referred to the Su- 
preme Court and the Chief Justice gave 
this decision: “A pardon depends on its 
acceptance by the person implicated. It 
is hardly to be supposed that one under 
sentence of death would refuse to accept 
it, but a pardon refused is no pardon.” 
So George Wilson was executed. 

“Howbeit many of them which heard 
the word believed .. .” (Acts 4:4). — 
Praise God for the five thousand be- 
lievers! Wherever the Gospel of Christ 
is faithfully and -feelingly preached, 
some believe it. We rejoice that God is 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


according to the election of grace” 

(Rom. 11:5). 

The nation’s official rejection of the 
risen and ascended Christ was clinched 
by their stoning Stephen (Acts 7). Now 
we know from 1 Thessalonians 2: 14-16 
that there is nothing that can restrain 
God’s judgment on them as a nation. 
They must go into the Great Tribula- 
tion of Matthew 24: 21. 

‘Praise God for all workers among the 
Jews who are giving them the Gospel 
of Christ and are seeing individuals 
saved among them. May it please the 
Lord of the harvest to increase greatly 
the number of such workers! 

The Jewish council, instead of re- 
penting, asked a question to which they 
knew the answer: 

“By what power, or by what name, 

have ye done this?” (Acts 4:7.)—Some 
members of this council must have 
known of Peter’s denial of his Lord in 
the presence of a maid (Luke 22: 54-57). 
If they expected him to remain silent 
before them on this occasion, they were 
doomed to disappointment. 
‘ The Holy Spirit filled him and made 
him a dauntléess witness. He wanted 
them and all the people of Israel to 
know that it was by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth that the man was 
made whole. 

He did not hesitate to say, “Whom ye 
crucified,” and again, “This is the stone 
which was set at- nought of you 
builders.” He boldly mentioned the 
fact that “God raised [Him] from the 
dead” and also that the despised stone 
has “become the head of the corner.” 
He went on to reveal the superiority 
and exclusiveness of that name. 

“Neither is there salvation in any 
other . . .” ‘(Acts 4:12).—He dogmati- 
cally declares to them that there is no 
“other name under heaven given among 
men,” whereby they can be saved. 

The same is true today. There is only 
one name that can spell salvation for a 
sinner. 

Christ, the Saviour of sinners, came 

Into the world to save; ' 
Sing His 

Jesus 
No name else is given 

Search through earth and Heaven, 
Jesus alone, Jesus alone, 

Jesus alone can save. 

—tInglis Fleming 

“Whether it be right in the sight of 
God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye” (Acts 4:19).—They 
could say nothing against the healing of 
the lame man (v. 14). They could not 
deny that a notable miracle had been 
done (v. 16). Yet they asked, “What 
shall we do to these men?” There was 
only one right thing to do with them 
and that was to commend and release 
them. 

They were too cowardly to do that. 
They called them, threatened them, and 
“commanded them not to speak at all 
nor teach in the name of Jesus.” 

But, as one has said, “The council 
might as well have told the sun not to 
shine, and the tides not to move, and the 
winds not to blow, as to tell these men 
not to talk about Jesus.” 


Wawona, Cauir. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, 
greatest resisting power with great- 
est elasticity is steel. Strength with re- 
silience. It is a wonderful combination— 
either in metal or in man. The power- 
ful smashing force of an ocean wave 
driven by the gale breaks into spray 
against the steel hull of the ocean liner. 
The steel masts of a modern schooner 
weather the severest ocean storms. 
Coming out of Denison, Texas, forty 
minutes late one night, the train, Blue- 
bonnet, crashed through the darkness at 
*100 m.p.h. to make her connection up in 
Oklahoma with the Rock Island Lines. 
I don’t like to ride that fast on any kind 
of wheels, but the physical fact that 
gave me comfort was steel—120-pound 
steel rails and a steel-clad Pullman. 
Nothing but steel could stand a strain 
like that. Out on Fontana Lake one 
summer my steel rod bent and swayed 
like a whip, until its tip nearly touched 
the spinning reel in my hand, but it 
didn’t break; and when a four-pound 
bass was safely landed, that valiant 
little thread of steel straightened out 
for its next fight, as though it had done 

nothing at all. 3 

Fellows, I would like to be like that, 
wouldn’t you? Peter.and John make me 
think of steel—tempered steel. Maybe 
you know something of the process by 
which steel is tempered to secure hard- 
ness and resilience. Well, it is heated to 
white heat, then plunged into cold water 
and suddenly chilled. That is done I 
don’t know how many times. And it 
comes forth ready for the strain. The 
populace around Jerusalem blew hot 
and cold on Peter and John. At 
Pentecost their hearts were thrilled and 
warmed by the way the crowds re- 
sponded to their preaching and testi- 
mony, thousands being saved; and later 
in the Temple, because they had healed 
a poor cripple, they were fiercely set 
upon by the priests and the Sadducees, 
and the Temple guards arrested them 
and carried them before the Sanhedrin, 
where they were judged and abused and 
threatened. They did not crack under 
the strain of success, nor the persecution 
of the court. God was putting them 
through His divine process of tempering, 
og He had yet a larger work for them 

do. 

There is an old story about a black- 
smith who was converted, and right 
away he began to have trouble. Just 
one thing after another ‘beset him and 
his family: sickness, accidents, even the 
death of his beloved child. Then his 
shop burned, and a trusted friend went 
away with his savings. But the black- 
smith did not lose his faith in God. He 
Tebuilt his forge. and plodded on. One 
day a friend asked him why it was that 
God treated him so ill; it seemed he had 
More trouble since he had become a 
Christian than before. The blacksmith 
Said: “You see this piece of steel? I’m 
Making a carriage spring. I place it 
first in the forge, then in the tub of cold 
water, then I hammer it on the anvil. 
This spring must bear the weight of the 


the metal combining: 


‘in a lesson, the better. 
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carriage and its_occupants, and it must 
also soften the shock of the rough road 
for those who ride. It will be ready for 
that hard service when I have finished 
with it. So God is testing me. 
heat and the cold react upon each other 
in the steel, and then if it stands the 


hammering and is not too brittle, there’s: 


real service in it. God has permitted 


me to have sorrow and misfortune, and. 


if through faith in His wisdom and love 
I prove not too brittle, He will have yet 
higher satisfactions for me than I have 
ever known.” 

Incidentally, the blacksmith pointed 
to the scrap pile where he had discarded 
the pieces that were too brittle. 

Let’s have Peter himself close this 
lesson, as after his long and faithful 
service to his Lord he writes to the 
Christian believers: “That the trial of 
your faith, being much more precious 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto 
praise and honour and glory at the ap- 
pearing of Jesus Christ: whom having 
not seen, ye love . . . Beloved, think it 
not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you: but 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory 
shall be revealed, ye may be glad also 
with exceeding joy” (1 Pet. 1:7; 4:12, 13). 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


'Y, please ask us the first two 
questions on the card, “Our Works,” 
before you teach us the answer to 
Question 3: “The love of Christ con- 
straineth us” (2 Cor. 5:14). That verse 
was gloriously true of the members of 
the early church, as we will see in to- 
day’s lesson. 

Now Eileen will tell the story, “The 
Lame Man Healed.” What did you like 
about her presentation? (She asked 
us to read Acts 3:8 instead of reading 
it herself.) That is a good thing to do 
when a class is able to find the place 
and read the verse without delay, as 
we did. The more a elass participates 
But if the 
children cannot read well, they might 
lose interest in the story while look- 
ing for the place. 

Here are twenty questions on Acts 4 
for us to answer as we read the chap- 
ter: (1) Why were Peter and John im- 
prisoned? (2) What time of day were. 
they arrested? (3) How many people 
had now believed in Christ? (4) What 
men, who presided at the trial of Jesus, 
presided at this trial? (5) Peter re- 
ferred to the healing of the lame man 
as a ——. (6) Of what awful sin did 
Peter accuse these men? (7) What did 
he say had cured the cripple? (8) Did 
Peter make it clear that salvation is 
only through Christ? (9) What sur- 
prised the Jewish leaders about Peter 
and John? (10) Who stood with Peter 
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and John at this trial? (11) What did 
the Jewish leaders command Peter and 
John? (12) What did Peter and John 
answer? (13) Whom did the people 
glorify for this miracle of healing? 
(144) How old was the man who had 
been healed? (15) After Peter and 
John had been threatened with punish- 
ment if they witnessed for Christ, what 
was their prayer? 16) How soon did 
God answer that prayer? (17) To what 
great event did the apostles witness 
with great power? (18) Why were 
there no starving Christians in the 
early church? (19) From what place 
did Barnabas come? (20) What did he 
do with his property? 

In the last minutes of our period, let 
us list some of the things recorded in 
this chapter that show how truly these 
early Christians were constrained by 
the love of Christ: (1) They preached 
the resurrection of Christ although they 
knew that the Sadducees then in power 
would be enraged, because they did 
not believe in any resurrection. (2) 
Peter preached the Gospel at his trial, 
instead of trying to get released from 
jail. (3) The healed man stood with 
Peter and John, instead of hiding to 
keep himself out of trouble. (4) When 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail from 
Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many. seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


*CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgla 
Talmage Payne, Director 


GIFTS 


THEY WILL 


| treasure 


For that special person you want to remem- 
ber with something of Christian significance 
and lasting beauty, choose one of these 
gorgeous new gifts by Standard! 



















TREASURY \ 
OF BIBLE 
MASTERPIECES 


This one-volume art gallery in full color 
combines the beauty of King James Version 
with 65 works of old masters and contempo- 
rary painters to highlight the Bible. Truly’a 
book to be cherished as a family treasure, 
devotional guide and Bible study aid. Nothing 
like it. Large pages 9 x 12”; tan buckram 
binding. SPECIAL Pre-Christmas price $8.95 


GooD 
SHEPHERD 
MOSAIC 


Genuine mosaic art is colorful Venetian glass 
tiles imported from Italy. An exciting new 
activity for hobbyists, shut-ins, women’s 
‘circles, young people and schools. Simply 
cement glass tiles on numbered masonite 
pattern, 18 x 24”. Each color of tile in sepa- 
rate bag. Cutting tool and full instructions. 

Complete kit, only $12.50 

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE, or 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
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threatened with severe punishment if 
they continued preaching, they prayed 
for boldness to preach more, instead of 


praying for protection for themselves. . 


(5) The prosperous Christians supplied 
the needs of the poorer ones. It was 
the love of Christ in their hearts that 
made these early Christians generous. 
God grant ‘that you and I may be con- 
strained by the love of Christ in every- 
thing we do. 

Who will teach the verse next time? 
Here is the review story for someone 
to tell at the beginning of our class 
period next Sunday: 


Two BrRAvE MEN 


When many people came running to 
see the lame man who had been healed 
at the Temple gate, Peter preached the 
Gospel to them, and the man who had 
been healed stood beside him and John, 
a silent testimony to Christ’s power. 

Thousands more believed in the Lord 
Jesus when they heard Peter’s words. 
This made the Jewish leaders very 
angry, and they had Peter and John 
arrested at once. The next morning 
Peter and John had to stand before 
the same Jewish leaders who had con- 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 779) 

1. The apostles undergo their first 
persecution. 

2. That Peter and John taught with- 
out authorization, and proclaimed the 
Resurrection (Acts 4:2). 

3. The “rulers” were: high priests, 
elders of the people, and scribes (vv. 5, 
6). 

4. By what “power” or “name” the 
miracle had been wrought (v. 7). 

5. Acts 4:12, a classic passage. 


6. That they were without formal 


academic training and were acting as” 


individuals rather than as representa- 
tives of Judaism. 

7. The Second Psalm (Acts 4:25-29). 

8. That they might speak the Word 
of God boldly and that miracles might 
continue to be performed in _ the 
Saviour’s name (vv. 29, 30). ; 

9. They were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit (v. 31). 

10. No. “All” spoke boldly (v. 31). 

MeEpIA, Pa. 
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demned the holy Saviour to be cru- 
cified. They asked Peter and John by 
what power the lame man was healed. 

Peter told them he was healed by the 
power of Jesus of Nazareth, whom they 
had crucified, but whom God had raised 
from the dead. Then he said to them 
all: (read Acts 4:12 from the Bible), 

The Jewish leaders were still angry, 
and wished they could tell everyone 
that the man was not healed. But they 
could not do this, for the man who had 
been healed stood right beside his new 


friends; so they could not deny that a 


miracle had taken place. 

What could they do? They discussed 
this together and then decided not to 
punish Peter and John this time, for 
the good deed they had done, but to 
command them not to speak any more 
about the Lord Jesus. They told them 
that if they did, they would certainly 
be punished. Since the Lord Jesus had 
told His disciples to witness for Him, 
they kept right on, in spite of these 
threats, telling others about Him, and 
His death and resurrection. 





Note to Teachers: My girls are making loose- 
leaf notebooks of each week’s questions and 
their answers, which we hope will help them 
when they become Sunday school teachers, 
The cards, “Our Works,” are 20c a dozen and 
may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Fern- 
dale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HEN Peter saw the man begging 

for money at the Beautiful Gate, 
he told him that he did not have money 
to give him. Instead, he gave him 
something much more wonderful. He 
spoke the words given to him by God's 
Holy Spirit—and the lame man was 
able to walk and to leap. He was 
healed. There, at the Temple gate, 
Peter then preached a wonderful ser- 
mon, telling the Jewish people, how 
they could have forgiveness of sin. He 
clearly explained that, though they had 
crucified the Son of God, God Himself 
had raised the Lord Jesus from the 
dead. 

The religious leaders of the people 
(the priests, the captain of the Temple, 
and the Sadducees) heard Peter. Oh, 
how angry they were! They felt that 
they themselves were the only ones 
who should do any preaching. Peter 
and the other men had not studied as 
they had. They thought of the disciples 
as ignorant men (Acts 4:13). While 
the Lord Jesus Christ lived, the re- 
ligious leaders had had plenty of 
trouble. They had gotten rid of Him, 
they thought, by crucifying Him. They 
had thought that when Christ died, 
that would be the end. But because 


He had risen (though some of them re- | 


fused to bélieve it) and because His 
followers were preaching to greater 
crowds than the Lord Jesus had, they 
were having even more trouble that 
they had had while He lived. Even on 
that very day, just after the lame man, 
was healed, at the conclusion of Peter's 
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powerful sermon, many believed on 
the Son of God—five thousand men, 
the Bible says (v. 4). 


The religious leaders were wild with 
jealousy. So they grabbed Peter and 
John (who wase with him) and rushed 
them into jail. The next morning they 
led Peter and John to the court. Among 
the rulers in the courtroom were two 
(Annas and Caiaphas) who, only a few 
weeks before, had helped to condemn 
the Lord Jesus Christ to death. When 
the trial opened, they did not accuse 
the disciples of doing anything wrong. 
They did not condemn them for heal- 
ing the lame man. Instead they asked, 
“By what power or by what name have 
you done’ this?” The leaders hated the 
disciples. The way in which they asked 
their question seemed to show that they 
felt that the disciples had performed 
some magic trick in healing the man. 

At once Peter began boldly to preach 
another sermon—right there in the 
courtroom! And again, God’s Holy 
Spirit gave him the message. A few 
weeks before, when these very men 
had tried the Lord Jesus, Peter stood 
far off and lied, “I do not know the 
man.” All of that was different now. 
He had repented of his sin. God’s Holy 
Spirit had come upon him. Now, in- 
stead of being a coward, he preached 
powerfully. He began, “Rulers of the 
people and members of the council, if 
we are being put on trial [here] today 
and examined concerning a good deed 
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done to benefit a (helpless) cripple, by 
what means this man has been restored 
to health, let it be known and. under- 
stood by you all, and by the whole 
house of Israel, that in the name and 
through the power and authority of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Whom you 
crucified [but] Whom God raised from 
the dead, in Him and by means [of 
Him] this man is standing here before 
you well and sound in body.” Then, 
referring to the Lord Jesus Christ and 
quoting from the Psalms (118:22), Peter 
concluded, “And there is salvation in 
and through no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given 
among men by and in which we must 
be savéd” (4:8-10, 12, “Amplified New 
Testament”). 

The leaders were astonished at Peter’s 
boldness. Instead of their accusing 
Peter, he was accusing them—accusing 
them of crucifying the Son of God! 
They were surprised at the Scripture 
that he knew. They could not deny 
that the lame man had been § healed. 
However, they commanded both Peter 
and John to stop their preaching. Do 
you think that the men obeyed those 
who hated the Son of God? Indeed, 
they did not! The Bible says, “They 
continued to speak the Word of God 
with freedom and boldness and cour- 
age” -(v. 31, “Amplified New Testa- 
ment”). Pray that God may make 
you bold to speak for the Lord Jesus. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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“HOW GREAT THOU ART” 


FREE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn avail- 
able for churches, choirs, individuals. Enclose 
postage. State number required. 
INDO-BURMA PIONEER MISSION 
Box 185, Toronto 7, Canada 
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Announcing a winter cruise 1960 
| West Indies - South America 


the tour throughout. 


The sUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will sponsor a 7 
WINTER CRUISE on the Canadian Pacific SS 
EMPRESS OF ENGLAND leaving New York 
February 17th, 1960. The cruise will be for 
19 days and include calls at St. Thomas, 
Grenada, Port of Spain, La Guaira, Cur- 
agao, Cristobal, Kingston, Port-au-Prince 
and Havana. Sight-seeing arrangements 
will be completed for this group at the Ports 
of Call. Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of 
the Sunday School Times will conduct this 
group. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany 


Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday 
School Times Co., Mr. Harry Jaeger, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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The Only One.—We cannot but speak 
the things which we have seen and 
heard (Acts 4:20, Golden Text). Frances 
Ridley Havergal, soon after she became 
a Christian, went to a school at Diissel- 
dorf. Her heart was warm with love 
to her Saviour, and she was all eager to 
speak for Him. To her dismay, how- 
ever, she soon discovered that among 
the hundred girls, she was the only 
Christian. Her first feeling was that 
she could not confess Christ in that 
great company of unchristian compan- 
ions. Her gentle, sensitive heart shrank 
from a duty so hard. Her second 











Students, 


study. ! 


by William F. Beck 


Cloth. $3.00 


CONCOROIA 


7 ological Story of the Life of C irs 
inslated into Modern English from Original Greek and Hebrew Scriptures 


Makes the Bible More Meaningful, Easier to Follow! 
teachers, parents, pastors.. 
finds this simplified version of the Gospels ideal for 
general reading as well as Biblical reference and 


Dr. Beck ... pastor, teacher, student 
of psychology and scholar of Greek 
and Hebrew...is well known as a 


Bible translator. 


At All Book Stores 


cevesratinc QC) 
PUBLISHING HOUSE ©3558 S. Jeffersons St. Louis 18, Me. 










. everyone 


CHRIST OF THE GOSPELS 


New, complete translation and harmony of the 
books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Reor- 
ganizes the piecemeal accounts of the life of Christ 
into a continuous, chronglogically arranged story. 
Makes the Biblical account of Christ’s life easier to 
follow, more interesting. Gives a new understanding 
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thought, however, was that she could 
not refrain from confessing Him. “T 
am the only one He has here,” she said. 
And this thought became a source of 
strength and inspiration. 
that she was Christ’se witness in that 
school, His only witness, and she dare 
not fail—From Home Chat. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Not Willing To Be Muzzled.—Being 
grieved that they taught the people, 
and preached through Jesus the resur- 
rection from the dead (Acts 4:2). I 


received a letter awhile ago from a 


preacher, saying, “Some of my people 
would like to have you come and give 
some Bible studies in my church. I 
am writing you to ask you to come, 
provided you will say nothing at all 
upon that disputed question of the re- 
turn of Christ.” I answered, “My 
brother, I will not be there. I never 
enter any man’s pulpit with a muzzle 
on.”—From an address by Pastor Robert 
V. Miller. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 


The Witness of a Chinese.—And when 
they had set them in the midst, they 
asked, By what power, or by what 
name, have ye done this? (Acts 4:7.) 
A few Christian people from a small 
Mission hall held a service one summer, 
after their Sunday evening service, on 
a vacant lot next door to a Chinese 
laundry. Some people complained, and 
one evening the police arrived. Just 
as one of the officers asked the godly 
man in charge of the Mission if he had 
permission to hold a service, the side 
door of the laundry opened and an 
elderly Chinese came out. He hurried 
to the side of the missionary and, catch- 
ing his hand, said to the police: “Me 
own lot. Me honored to have Jesus 
preached on lot. Please leave here. 
Me go to Mission. Why you not come 
sometime?” Then, hurrying in, he 
brought chairs for the two policemen. 
They couldn’t stay, but were much 
impressed by the man’s witness.—Told 
by a member of the Mission. Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


Only the Ladder.—Then Peter, filled 
with the Holy Ghost ... (Acts 4:8). 
What a sermon there is in a wick! Sit 
down beside it, and ask how it dares 
hope that it can supply light for hours 
and hours to come. “Will you not soon 
burn to an end, you wick of a lamp?” 
“No, I do. not fear it, since the light 
does not burn me, though it burns on 
me. I only bear to it the oil that sat- 
urates my texture. I am but the ladder 
up which it climbs. It is not I, but the 
oil that is in me that furnishes the 
light."—From Record of Christian Work. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Sur- 
rey, Eng. 


What Made the Difference—Whom 
God raised from the dead (Acts 4:10). 
“I remember that after I worked in 
university centers in Portugal I went 
from there to Norway, and I was im- 
pressed by the difference among the 
people. I wondered how one co 
explain it. 


She realized . 





Then I remembered that 
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every representation I had seen in Por- 
tugal of Jesus Christ was that of an in- 
fant in arms, or else crucified. We 
glory in the fact that He was an infant 
in arms, for everything depends upon 
the incarnation; we glory in the fact 
that He died on the cross. But the first 
painting I saw on reaching Norway was 
that of the empty’ tomb, the thfee 
women, and the angel. ‘He is not here: 
for he is risen.’ The thought came to 
me, May that not explain some of the 
difference in the type of Christianity 
in Portugal and Norway? He is risen, 
and the power is available for you and 
me, so that we too can be seated in 
heavenly places with Jesus Christ, and 
live a life of victory."—From R. P. 
Wilder. Sent by J. W. Philp, Demorest, 
Ga. 


No Room for Broad-Mindedness.— 
Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved (Acts 4:12). The 
preacher is sometimes accused of be- 
ing narrow-minded because he insists 
upon the Christian forsaking all to fol- 
low Christ. But all of life is narrow 
and success is to be found only by 
passing through the narrow gate and 
down the straight way. There is no 
room for broad-mindedness in the 
chemical laboratory. Water is com- 
posed of two parts ‘hydrogen and one 
part oxygen. The slightest deviation 
from that formula is forbidden. There 
is no room for broad-mindedness in 
music. There can be only eight notes 
in an octave. The skilled director will 
not permit the first violin to play even 
so much as one-half of a note off the 
written note, chord, and key. There 
is no room for broad-mindedness in 
the mathematics classroom. Nejther ge- 
ometry, calculus, nor trigonometry al- 
lows any variation from exact accuracy. 
The solution of the problem is either 
right or it is wrong. There is no room 
for broad-mindedness in the garage. 
The mechanic there says that the pis- 
ton rings must fit the cylinder walls 
within one-thousandth part of an inch. 
How, then, shall we expect that broad- 
mindedness shall rule in the realm of 
Teligion and morals?—From Church 
Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Rich- 
mond, Kans. 


- The Secret.—They took knowledge of . 


them, that they had been with Jesus 
(Acts 4:13). It was John Crane, fore- 
man in the London printing firm in 
which Max Reich was an apprentice, 


‘who, more than any other man, re- 


vealed to him the saving power of 
Jesus. This simple and sincere man 
stood out as a rare exception among 
the rough and profane pressmen whose 
loose talk and rude ways offended the 
high-minded Jewish lad. “I was 
greatly drawn to John Crane,” Max 
Reich has recorded. “His sweetness of 
temper under provocation, his quiet- 
hess of spirit amidst the hubbub of 
Opposing voices, his high sense of duty, 
faithful in that which was least, and 
his nobility. of bearing impressed me 
Much. We had many talks together 
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on our walks home after office hours. 
And when one evening § timidly asked 
him to tell me the secret of his life, 
he answered me in one word: ‘Jesus.’” 
—From “Max Reich—Sweet Singer of 
Israel,” by John F. Reich. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


we 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


The Courage of Peter and John 
(Acts 4:1-4, 7-10, 13) 


HE scrapbook pictures may recall 

the preceding lesson. As stars are 
awarded for the Memory Verse, ask 
each pupil what he has given during 
the week. 

We left Peter and John in the Temple 
with crowds around. Many of the 
people were listening and believing. 
thers were listening and getting angry. 
Suddenly the priests and _ religious 
leaders arrived with the Temple police 
officer. Peter and John were arrested 
and put in jail overnight. 

What has ever happened to you be- 
cause you tried to talk about the Lord 
Jesus? : 

Next morning the trial came. An- 
nas and Caiaphas, the leading priests, 
who had contrived to have the Lord 
Jesus killed, were there, and many 
others. If they dared have the Lord 
killed, what wouldn’t they do to Peter 
and John! On the night of the Lord’s 
trial Peter had been too scared to let 
even the servants around the fire know 
that he belonged to the Lord. Now 
what, when he stood face to face with 
these wicked men who had power to 
punish him? Listen in on the trial 
(Acts 4:7-10). He was not afraid! 
Who told Peter how to answer? (v. 8; 
Luke 12:11, 12.) What bold words to 
the murderers of the Lord! (Repeat 
Acts 4:10.) How did the priests ex- 
plain the boldness of these two unedu- 
cated men? (v..13.) The officers did 
not dare punish Peter and John because 
the cured man was right there as proof 
of the cure. But they did command 
them not to teach or talk about the 
Lord Jesus. 

Now what should they do? The Lord 
said, “Ye shall be withesses unto me 

. in Jerusalem” (Acts 1:8), and this 
was His House! The officers, whom 
they were, supposed to obey, said, “Do 
not speak at all or teach in the name 
of Jesus.” Listen to the wise but brave 
answer of Peter and John (4:19, 20). 
Did they get punished? (v. 21.) So 
God took care of His brave, obedient 
witnesses this time. Next time they 
did not get off so easily. But that is 
another story! 

Will you read all of the new chapter 
—Acts 4—and ask the Lord by His 
Holy Spirit to tell you what to say and 
do when people are cross or make fun 
of you for talking about the Lord Jesus. 
Notice if Peter and John were saucy or 
rude even when they could not promise 
to obey. (Appoint a committee to pre- 
pare the pictures for the scrapbook.) 
Boys and girls in some parts of the 
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country can witness for the Lord Jesus 
in their schoolroom. Some schools still 
have opening exercises of a religious 
nature in which children take turns 
leading in the Scripture reading and 
prayer. In some instances children are 
permitted to bring in and present ob- 
ject lessons. I recall two Junior-age 
gifis, attending city schools, Who asked 
to borrow lessons ‘used in their Child 
Evangelism classes in order to give 
them in school. One girl, who had just 
accepted the Lord as her Saviour, mort- 
gaged her allowance for two months 
to purchase “Barney’s Barrel,”1 and 
gave the story in school. Still another 
girl regularly took short object lessons 
from her mother’s visual aids, and her 
mother helped her’ prepare her talks. 
So consider with your children what 
the possibilities are in your schools. 
The Sunday school teacher, for other 
reasons, too, should be acquainted with 
the public schools her pupils attend. 
In this part of the country, at least, 
there are many Christian  school- 
teachers and those who are favorable 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


a long and costly search, fas te etapn Wee 
aid editions of the famous uffey’s Readers have 
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following low prices POSTP. 
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2nd Reader______._. $2.50 ’ Sth Reader___.$3.50 
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They live on 


“Sad Street” 


tly a pathetic letter came 
i behind the Iron 
th it was 
pane but badl 


tian child: 
9 io. eee le dwelling on @ 


miserable street whose name, trans 


lated, is “The Sad Street”. 
Many, many other children like 
these live on the “sad” streets of 
cities on both sides of the Iron Cur- 
tain. What must be the heartache 
of their parents, not to be able to 
provide the things their children 
need for normal, healthy growth! 
What joy when through your com- 
passion we are enabled not only to 
send them food and clothing that 
bring back health and exuberance 
to these shadowed young lives, but 
also to bring to them the glorious 
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 

The health and happiness of these 
children is our sacred trust. Will 
you share it with us? 


to 
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YOU MAY HAVE A COPY OF THIS BOOK 


without money cost 


’ ¢ e 
for only THREE NEW 22-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES 


for $5.00. 


THE AMPLIFIED 
NEW TESTAMENT 


The understandable new trans- 
lation that explains itself. 





Approved and recommended by 
evangelical pastors, educators, 
and leaders. 

“Undoubtedly this translation will 
be of great assistance to the Eng- 
lish reader because it conveniently 
gives, as a part of the text, syno- 
nyms that one could find only by 
exhaustive use of a dictionary.”— 
The Sunday School Times book 
review. 








Teachers, students, pastors, and other Christian workers will find The 
Amplified New Testament a valuable assistant when preparing lessons, 
sermons, etc. 





HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book 
which sells regularly for $3.95 for every THREE NEW 22-weeks sub- 
scriptions to the TIMES at 3 for $5.00 (Canada, $5.35 U.S.A. dollars). 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies 
of the TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names 
and addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5.00 for 
every three 22-weeks subscriptions (Canada, $5.35). Upon receipt, 
the names go on our mailing list and your copy (or copies) of this 
book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis of one book for 
every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and men- 
tion this offer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street - - += = = Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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to Christian influence. In a child’s own 
group on the playground there is al- 
ways opportunity for stories—and songs. 
A whole busload of children may 
be heard singing Christian choruses 


learned from a few who started singing © 


them. And so the Memory Verse, Acts 
4:20, works with children! 


‘This Gospel story booklet with flashcards 
may be obtained from the Bible Club Move- 
ment, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2; 70 cents 
plus 10 per cent for postage and handling, 


ORONO, MAINE. 
w 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, October 25 


“Here I Stand” 
(Josh. 24:14-18) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

EFORMATION SUNDAY, which is 
being observed today, gives an op- 
portunity to re-emphasize the importance 
of the Reformation to the Christian 
church of today, and to call attention 
to the great principles for which the 
Reformers stood. The quotation in our 
topic is from Martin Luther, the great 
hero of the Reformation. Having been 
summoned to Rome by the Pope to give 
an account for his rebellion from Rome’s 
authority and his writings against the 
church, Luther refused to comply. 
Later he was summoned. by the Holy 
Roman emperor, Charles V, to appear 
before an ecclesiastical diet to be held 
in the city of Worms in the year 1521. 
The emperor presided at this diet, and 
it was attended by many ecclesiastical 
dignitaries and state officials. Here 
Luther was asked to answer two ques- 
tions—were the books that were there 
presented written by him, and would he 
recant or abide by them? 
4 
Luther acknowledged that the writ- 
ings were his and that he was willing to 
recall every error that could be refuted 
by the Scriptures, but’ that his con- 
science was bound in the Word of God. 
Finally he exclaimed, “I cannot do 
otherwise. Here I stand. God help me.” 
4 
Luther had already been excommuni- 
cated by the Pope, and as the result of 
this Diet of Worms he was outlawed. 
He was rescued by friends, however, 
and for a.time continued his writings in 
Wartburg Castle. 
$e 
Luther’s writings were directed pri- 
marily against the evils that had crept 
into the Roman Church, such as its 
teachings concerning salvation by works 
and penances, and the sale of offices 











Neither despise nor covet another's 


== ‘gifts, and neither neglect nor boast of 


your own.—J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
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and indulgences. However, Luther is not 
the only one to’ whom Protestants of 
today owe a debt of gratitude for a 
stand against such evils. He had been 
greatly influenced by the earlier work 
and writings of John Huss of Bohemia 
and John Wycliffe of England. Others 
of Luther’s day who contributed greatly 
to the Reformation. movement were 
Erasmus, Zwingli, and Melanchthon. 
Later, John Knox, Calvin, and Cranmer 
took their places in the battle against 
ecclesiastical bondage. 
oe 
Many of the privileges that Protes- 
tants today often take for granted were 
won for us by these fearless and dis- 
cerning men who counted not their lives 
dear unto themselves (Acts 20:24) so 
that they might testify to the Gospel of 
the grace of God. In addition to the 
emphasis upon justification by faith in 
Jesus Christ alone, and a denunciation 
of the evils of penances and indulgences, 
the Reformation brought believers back 
to the truth of responsibility to God 
rather than to man, the authority of the 
Scriptures as the infallible rule of faith 
and practice, the right of all believers to 
read and interpret the Word for them- 
selves, and the priesthood of all be- 
lievers. 
b 4 
These rights and privileges have been 
threatened in the day in which we live 
and we, too, need to stand lest they be 
snatched away from us. Communism 
would restrict, if it could, our right to 
worship God according to the dictates of 
conscience, and would deny us the priv- 
ilege of teaching God’s Word to the 
young. Efforts are constantly being put 
forth by some Protestants to bring about 
a reunion of the Protestant church with 
Rome. Yet all history warns that this 
could only come about on Rome’s terms 
and by ,the giving up of many of the 
tights won for us by the Reformation. 


b 4 


Let us thank God, on this Reforma- 
tion Sunday, for our spiritual ancestry, 
and let us take our place with these 
men who dared the power of ecclesi- 
astical entrenchment and of corrupt and 
evil men to blaze a trail to the freedoms 
that we now enjoy. 

What use are you making of the priv- 
ileges these men won for you? , 

That word above all earthly powers, 

No thanks to them, abideth; 


The Spirit and.the gifts are ours 
Through Him who with us sideth: 


Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is for ever. 
—Martin Luther 


PHILADELPHIA. 
Me 
Scripture Art Calendars 


(Continued from page 774) 


each day of the week, with the words 
of Christ in red, and the memory 
Selection from each week’s Uniform Les- 
Son is given on Saturdays. To encourage 
daily Bible reading, Scripture references 


are shown for the month, day by day, 


‘fore Festus,” by Lange; 
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following the selections of the American 
Bible Society. 

The large calendar blocks for each 
month of the year show Sundays and 
holidays in red, and are accompanied 
by small. blocks of the preceding and 
following months, and also give the 
moon’s phases. 

Full-color reproductions of Bible 
scenes, in the 1960 calendar, include a 
large cover picture, “Jesus Welcomes 
the Children,” by Anderson; “Paul Be- 
“The Resur- 
rection,” by Hofmann. 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
have a ten-inch metal binding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. They are 
moderately priced—35 cents each; 3 for 
$1; 12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 
100 for $22. Prices for larger quantities 
may be: had upon request. Just ask for 
the 1960 Scripture Art Calendar, and 
forward your order, ‘with your name 
and address and remittance to: The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


Ys 


“If | Go and Prepare a Place” 
(Continued from page 772) 


rich’s lexicon); or as Abbott-Smith’s 
lexicon puts it, an event which is “under 
certain circumstances actual or liable 
to happen.” : 

A translation of the French version 
by Louis Segond makes this verse read, 
“And, when I shall have gone away, 
and shall have prepared a place for 
you, I shall come again, and I shall 
take you with me, in order that there 
where I am you may be also.” 

It is perfectly clear that there neither 
was nor could have been any uncer- 
tainty in the mind of the Lord Jesus as 
to His going to the Father’s house. The 
word “if” is frequently used in Scrip- 
ture in the sense of “since,” and seems 
to be so used here. 

Even though the Lord Jesus laid 
aside His deity when He came to earth, 
nevertheless He used His divine knowl- 
edge and power on occasion. His mir- 
acles were performed by supernatural 
power. There are numerous passages 
in the Gospels, especially in John, show- 
ing that He knew the thoughts of man 
and what would occur in the future. 
For example: “But Jesus did not com- 
mit himself unto them, because he knew 
all men, and needed not that any should 
testify of man: for he knew what was 
in man” (John 2:24, 25); “For Jesus 
knew from the beginning who they 
were that believed not, and who should 
betray him” (6:64); “Now before the 
feast of the passover, when Jesus knew 
that his hour was come that he should 
depart out of this world unto the Father 
as CHR TE. 

We cannot understand fully, nor is it 
well to try to explain the mystery of 
the union of the human and divine in 
the Lord Jesus. But the Scriptures de- 
clare it as a fact and we must accept it 
by faith. It is true that He was sin-. 
less; “in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15). 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible bene ge on the International 
Lessons, issued :. the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


October 19. to 25 


Mon.—Acts 4:1-14. 
The Boldness of Peter and John. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “Now when they 
saw the boldness of Peter and John, 
and perceived that they were unlearned 
and ignorant men, they marvelled; and 
they took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus.” Let us not over- 
look this God-given example of Chris- 
tian boldness. What made those men: 
bold for God? Is it not. because they 
had been so much with Jesus and 


‘learned from Him this important Chris- 


tian lesson? Let all who are interested 
in Christ’s “whosoever” be -also much 
interested in Christ’s “whatsoever” (see 
John 2:5). “Bold for God; valiant for 
the truth; courage to own our Lotd” 
is the need of the hour for promoting 
a revival. Pray for Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, Chicago. 


Tues.—Acts 4:15-22. 
The Truth Will Prevail. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They ... com- 
manded them not to speak at all nor 
teach in the name of Jesus. But Peter 
and John answered and said unto them, 
Whether it be right in the sight of God 
to hearken unto you more than unto 
God, judge ye.” It takes faith and holy 
fear in believers to triumph over the 
power of men and devils. Where is 
there such power existent? . God is 
willing to work so that none can stop 
Him. Christians, have you discovered 
in the Word the secret of victory over 
all the powers of darkness? (See Eph. 
6:10-18.) Ali who are right with God 
and use the spiritual weapons in the 
good fight of faith as directed will 
carry off the victory. Pray for Ameri- 
can Messianic Fellowship, Chicago. 


Wed.—Acts 4:23-31. 
Courage Through Prayer. 
Prayer SuGcEsTions: “And when they 
had prayed, the place was shaken where 
they were assembled together; and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
they spake the word of God with bold- 
ness.” Note the kind of life and be- 
havior of these people who got their 
prayers so marvelously answered from 
Heaven. They were truly righteous; 
and God’s ears are always open to such 
people (1 Pet. 3:12). 
most Christians when “it comes. to 
getting answers to prayers is appar- 
ently this, they are more interested in 
creed than conduct. All who seek the 
Lord along the paths of righteousness, 
devotion, and prayer are the ones 
through whom God loves to show 
His wonderful works. Moses, Joshua, 
prophets, heroes of faith, apostles, and 








If you loved, Him more, you would 
see His hand ‘in that disappointment; 
that crushing sorrow.—F. B. Meyer. 


The trouble with . ° 
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DO YOU HAVE $300. 





$900 or $1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 

Some are considering investments in stocks. 


But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 


‘Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 


tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments, 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad. . regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 8%4% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 

And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 


DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


a share, 


We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explairis the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





Write: Annuity Department 





0 Moody Annuity Plan. © Wills. 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street « Chicago 10, Illinois 


Please send me, without obligation, information relating to: 


Dept. S-9-36-3 

















Name Age. 
Address. 
City. Zone State 
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godly people down through the ages 
are examples of what God is willing to 
do for them whose hearts are perfect 
toward Him. Pray for Houghton Col- 
lege, Houghton, N. Y. 


Thurs.—Matthew 5:11-16. 
The Light Must Shine. 
PRAYER SvuGcEsTIoNs: “Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.” Note the 
little word “so” and the phrase “good 
works,” for these tell you how and 
with what you can have a_ shining 
Christian testimony. “Do the thing the 
Lord wants you to do; do it in His way; 
and you will be a good light- -holder, — 
“holding forth the word of life.” “Since 
when did you win your last soul to” 
Christ?” was the frequent question 
one of Mr. Moody’s closest Chicago 
friends. Is it not an awakening ques- — 
tion? Pray for Westmont College, 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Fri—Hebrews 11:23-29. 
Courage Through Faith, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Through faith.” 
Faith always takes God for its object 
and His Word for its warrant. If we 
believe God through the Word, we come 
to a knowledge of His will, way, and 
purposes. And this increases more and 
more, for “faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 
10:17). Is your faith just a creed or 4 






& 
a, 
Pe 


+ great living force? Does it find basis 


in God’s Word? Faith in thought and 
talk only is, as God says, “dead” (Jas. é 
2:20). The kind of faith that works 
God-willed works out of love is Bible 
faith. Pray for Washington Bibie Cm 
lege, Washington, D. C. Be 


Sat.—Hebrews 11:32-40. ; 
Faithful Unto Death 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “These all, hav- 
ing obtained a good report through 
faith.” Read over the list of heroes 
given in this chapter. Many of these « 
patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and mul- 
titudes of godly people sealed their 
testimony with their blood. I recently 
stood at the entrance of the prison 
where Paul is said to have been a pris- 
oner and to have written the prison 
Epistles. A doleful hole in the ground 
was his last residence, but he was faith- 
ful unto-death. You are now giving 4 
living testimony; make it your care to 
make it a good dying testimony. Pray 
for the Grace Bible Institute, Omaha, 
Nebr. 


Sun.—1 Peter 5:6-11. 
The Strength of the “Humble. 
PRAYER SvucGcEsTIONS: “God _ resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble.” Out of our weakness and 
humility God gets the most honor by 
works of power. Read the latter part 
of the first chapter of 1 Corinthians. 
Avail yourself of the privilege of be- 
ing very useful in the hands of God. 
He is still giving grace to the humble. 
Keep close to your Lord who was 
“meek and lowly in heart.” God will 
then do great things for and through 
you. Pray for Faith Theological Sem- 

inary, Philadelphia. 











